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Abstract

In recent years, the discourse of Islamic feminism, as an indigenous,
religious, and justice-oriented approach, has garnered significant
attention from scholars and women’s rights activists in Muslim
countries, including Iran. The main question of this article is: What
capacities does Islamic feminism offer for women’s empowerment
within the formal structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran? This article
aims to conceptually and policy-wise analyze the capacities of Islamic
feminism in connection with official documents and institutions of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to advance women’s social, legal, and cultural
participation. The significance of this research lies in its departure
from the traditional dichotomy between religion and women’s rights,
emphasizing the possibility of their coexistence within an intra-religious
discourse. The central hypothesis of the article is that Islamic feminism,
by relying on a justice-oriented reinterpretation of Islamic sources and
utilizing the principles of the Constitution and policy documents of the
Islamic Republic, can become an effective tool for empowering Muslim
women in Iran. The research method is analytical-documentary, and
the data were examined using critical discourse analysis. The findings
indicate that some constitutional principles embody concepts such as
women’s dignity, social participation, and the revival of women’s rights,
and in interaction with Islamic feminism, they possess the capacity
for openness and development-oriented interpretation. Furthermore,
by adopting an intra-discourse language, Islamic feminism can lead to
gradual policymaking aimed at improving the status of women in Iran
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Expanded Abstract
Introduction:

In recent decades, the discourse of Islamic feminism, as a justice-
oriented, indigenous, and intrareligious approach, has attracted the
attention of many Muslim scholars and women’s activists. In response to
the ineffectiveness of secular feminism in Islamic societies, and with the
aim of reinterpreting Islamic sources in line with gender justice

this discourse attempts to provide a basis for women’s empowerment
without being in conflict with Sharia and religious values. In the Islamic
Republic of Iran, given the central position of religion in the country’s
legal and political system, Islamic feminism can play a key role in
developing gender justice and improving the social status of women.

Research objective:

This article seeks to analyze the relationship between the discourse of
Islamic feminism and the official structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and examine the conceptual, jurisprudential, and institutional capacities of
this discourse for women’s empowerment. By rereading the verses of the
Quran, the Prophetic tradition, dynamic jurisprudence, and also by citing
the principles of the Islamic Republic’s constitution, Islamic feminism
attempts to present a new definition of the role and status of Muslim
women in society based on a new and morally-oriented understanding of
religion; a definition that has both religious legitimacy and is consistent
with the requirements of contemporary life.

Research Methodology:

The present study uses an analytical-documentary method and, using the
critical discourse analysis technique, analyzes the legal, religious, and
political texts of the Islamic Republic of Iran in relation to the discourse
of Islamic feminism.
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Research finding:
Quarterly
The research focuses on principles of the Islamic Republic’s constitution,

such as the third, twentieth, and twenty-first principles, which incorporate

concepts such as legal equality, women’s dignity, and women’s social
participation. In addition, upstream documents such as general family
policies and the document on the fundamental transformation of education
have also been examined from the perspective of the possibility of
coexistence with the teachings of Islamic feminism. Research findings:
The research findings show that the discourse of Islamic feminism can
gradually redefine the official discourse about women by relying on intra-
religious language and using legitimate jurisprudential and legal sources.
By adopting a gradual, dialogue-based, and non-confrontational strategy,
this discourse is able to exploit the gaps in the legal system and lead to
increased participation, promotion of rights, and strengthening of women’s
agency in the structure of the Islamic Republic. Especially in areas such
as reforming family laws, gender-based education, and redefining the role
of women in the value system, Islamic feminism has the ability to provide
indigenous and religious-based solutions. At the same time, there are also
obstacles to the full realization of this discourse; including traditionalist
resistance in religious and legislative institutions, lack of consensus on
conceptual definitions of gender justice, and the weakness of religious-
based civil institutions in the field of public policymaking. However, the
existence of female Islamic thinkers, modernist jurists, and politicians who

Vol2.No9.fall 2025

believe in a development-oriented interpretation of religion can pave the
way for strengthening this discourse.

Iranian jornal of international relations

Discussion and Conclusion:

The overall outcome of the research is that Islamic feminism, if properly
theorized and institutionalized, not only does not conflict with the structure

of the Islamic Republic, but can also open a way from within it to improve
the situation of Iranian Muslim women. By utilizing the concepts of justice,
jjtihad, and human dignity, this discourse can be both faithful to Islamic
law and responsive to the demands of contemporary women. Keywords:
Islamic feminism, women’s empowerment, Islamic Republic of Iran,

Constitution, Islamic discourse.
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