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The use of kooshk (pavilion) during the Ghaznavid era, based on Bayhaqi history
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Abstract

The buildings and structures of each historical period reflect the art, knowledge, technology, skills,
and lifestyle of the people of that era. Among these, royal buildings such as palaces, pavilions, and
citadels hold a special place, as rulers sought to use the latest technological, scientific, and artistic
achievements to transform these structures into symbols of their greatness, splendor, and lasting
legacy in history and memory. This article focuses on identifying the pavilions during the reigns of
Sultan Mahmud (387-421 AH) and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi (421-432 AH) and examines their
various uses based on the book "History of Bayhagi." The main question addressed is: What were the
uses of the pavilions during the Ghaznavid era? This exploratory research does not propose a
hypothesis and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The most important findings
indicate that these pavilions were not only symbols of the sultans' and the government's glory, but also
served various administrative, political, military, socio-cultural, religious, sports, and recreational
functions.
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Introduction

The buildings and structures of each historical period reflect the art, knowledge, technology, skills,
and lifestyle of the people of that era. Among these, royal buildings such as palaces, pavilions, and
citadels hold a special place, as rulers sought to use the latest technological, scientific, and artistic
achievements to transform these structures into symbols of their greatness, splendor, and lasting
legacy in history and memory. This article focuses on identifying the pavilions during the reigns of
Sultan Mahmud (387-421 AH) and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi (421-432 AH) and examines their
various uses based on the book "History of Bayhagi." The main question addressed is: What were the
uses of the pavilions during the Ghaznavid era?

In this article, the use of pavilions during the Ghaznavid era refers to their various functions, including
political, military, administrative, religious, and recreational purposes. Regarding the importance and
necessity of the present research, such studies can assist in identifying the precise locations of
historical events. By utilising these studies, the geography of historical events can be mapped, which
in turn provides a foundation for new archaeological and historical research. Furthermore, in terms of
research background, no independent book, article, thesis, or treatise has been compiled on the use of
pavilions in the Ghaznavid era. This article has therefore been prepared based on the contents of the
Baihagi History. This work, written by Khwaja Abolfazl Muhammad bin Husayn Baihaqgi (Secretary
of the Divan of the Messengers for Sultan Masoud | and Sultan Abd al-Rashid of Ghaznavi), is
considered one of the most renowned sources from the Ghaznavid era. It is not only a literary-
historical book but also a form of social or sociological history (historical sociology). It should be
noted that, as this article focuses on Baihagi History, only the pavilions from the era of Sultan
Mahmud and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi have been considered

Method and approach

This exploratory research does not aim to test a specific hypothesis; rather, it employs a descriptive—
analytical approach to examine and interpret the subject in depth. The study seeks to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon through observation, description, and contextual
analysis, rather than through experimental or inferential testing.

Findings and Results

The Ghaznavid dynasty (351-582 AH; 926-1186 AD) was established in the 4th century AH in the
eastern regions of Iran and Greater Khorasan. Following his various conquests, especially in India,
Sultan Mahmud not only transferred artisans and artists from these regions to Ghazni (the capital), but
also used the rich spoils of these conquests to create a global image for himself and his successors by
constructing magnificent buildings. This practice continued during the reigns of his successors,
including Sultan Masoud I and Sultan Masoud I11.

The type of urban space and building construction in the Ghaznavid era had roots in the recent past.
With the formation of the Samanid state in Transoxiana, following a renaissance in literary and artistic
fields and the creation of the "Khorasani style”, a new form of urban planning began in Iran.
Typically, a large square was first built for urban spaces, then a government palace, divans, a grand
mosque, and a bazaar were constructed around it. This pattern was common not only in the Ghaznavid
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era but also for centuries afterwards in Iran, and the same approach was followed in the construction
of pavilions. Unlike the palace, which was considered a state, ceremonial, and official space, the
pavilion provided informal and private spaces for the kings and other members of the royal family and
had various uses.

The article is divided into two parts. The first part addresses the identification and introduction of the
pavilions from the era of Sultan Mahmud and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi, while the second part
focuses on the functions of these pavilions. Pavilions (palaces) are regarded as some of the most
significant ancient and artistic works of the Ghaznavid era, as the Ghaznavid sultans maintained
palaces and gardens in the major cities of their realm. Although their construction involved
considerable expense, the spoils acquired from the conquests of India enabled the sultans to build
various structures, including pavilions. The principal common feature of Ghaznavid-era pavilions was
their location in gardens with water sources, and they typically featured distinctive designs and
decorations. The most important pavilions discussed in this article date from the reigns of Sultan
Mahmud and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi, and, considering the geographical and urban contexts in
which they were constructed, are:

Pavilions of the city of Ghazneh: This city was the capital of the Ghaznavids; therefore, most pavilions
from that period were built there. The most important included "Kooshk Mahmudi", which was also
known by other names such as "Kooshk Kohan Mahmudi*, "Kooshk Shah", "Kooshk Dolat", "Kooshk
Kohan Mahmudi Zavali", and "Kooshk Kohan Pedar”. "Kooshk Nomsaudi” belonged to Sultan
Masoud | of Ghazni and featured a garden decorated with "Khanek Bahari" for dining, another house
called "Khane Zarrin", a square, and a plain called "Shahbahar" or "Shah Bahar". In addition, "Kooshk
Sepid" or "Sefid" was also located in the city of Ghazni, where the Ghaznavid sultans sometimes
stayed.

Bost City Pavilions: One of the most important pavilions in this city was the "Lashgari Bazaar
Pavilion" or "Asgari Bazaar", the initial construction of which began during the time of Sabuktagin
Ghaznavi. The first Ghaznavid sultans built a large complex of palaces and other buildings at this site.
The Lashgari Bazaar complex included a large square, a palace, a large central courtyard with several
side courtyards, a mosque, gardens, smaller pavilions, and several private buildings. The "Dasht-e-
Lagan Pavilion”, located in the Bost area, was also known by various names such as Yakan, Negar,
Bekan, Bakar, and Langan. It featured very pleasant buildings and spaces, including gardens,
buildings, small houses, and a lawn that was used for the sultans' hunting ceremonies in its garden.
Kooshk of Balkh: The most important kooshk of Sultan Mahmud and Masoud | of Ghaznavi in Balkh
was the "Kooshk of Der Abdul Ali", some of whose buildings were constructed by Sultan Mahmud of
Ghaznavi. This complex even included a shop, a corridor, and a gate. Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi
also added new buildings and made alterations to it.

Pavilions of the city of Nishapur: The most important pavilion in Nishapur was the pavilion (palace)
of Shadikh, built during the reign of Abdullah ibn Tahir in Khorasan. This pavilion was originally a
large garden, within which Abdullah ibn Tahir constructed a palace that remained in use during the
reigns of the Saffarids, Samanids, Ghaznavids, and even the Seljuks. During the Ghaznavid period,
Hasank Vazir also had a palace in this garden, which Bayhagi referred to as the "Shadikh Hasanaki
Garden". After killing Hasank Vazir, Sultan Masoud | confiscated this property for the
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accommodation of official guests. In addition, Sultan Masoud added a pavilion in Shadikh with very
beautiful buildings, small houses, a gate, a square, and aqueducts that had not existed before.

The second part of this article focuses on the use of pavilions during the Ghaznavid era. According to
information from the book Tarikh-e-Bayhaqi, it is concluded that these pavilions were not only
symbols of the sultans' and government's glory, but also served various other purposes. For example,
the "Old Mahmudi" pavilion in Ghazni had administrative functions (establishing the court and
holding public gatherings), religious functions (serving as the sultan's residence during the months of
Sha'ban and Ramadan), socio-cultural functions (hosting the purification ceremony of the princes), and
recreational functions (drinking alcohol). "Kooshk-e-No-Masudi", the main palace of Sultan Masoud |
of Ghazni, also had political functions (enthronement ceremonies, holding bar ceremonies, organising
banquets and meals), military functions (meeting soldiers in Dasht-e-Shah Bahar), socio-cultural
functions (holding the Mehregan festival), religious functions (the sultan's residence during Sha'ban
and Ramadan and hosting Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha festivals), and recreational functions (such as
drinking alcohol). "Kooshk-e-Dar-e-Abd al-Ali" in Balkh had political functions (receiving the envoy
of the Caliph of Baghdad), administrative functions (forming the court), religious functions (the
sultan's residence during the month of Muharram), and recreational functions (resting before hunting
ceremonies). "Kooshk-e-Sepid" was used for sports such as archery and shooting, while "Dasht-e-
Lagan" was used for sports and recreation, including hunting ceremonies. Consequently, the uses of
the "Old Mahmoudi"”, "New Masoudi", and "Dar-e Abd al-Ali" pavilions were similar, but the "White"
and "Dasht-e-Lagan" pavilions had distinct and specific functions.

Conclusion

The most important findings indicate that these pavilions were not only symbols of the sultans' and the
government's glory, but also served various administrative, political, military, socio-cultural, religious,
sports, and recreational functions.
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