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2 Game Master
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A Phenomenological Exploration of Lived Experiences of
Group-Level DMC through Gamification Principles in the

Iranian Educational Context
Mojtaba Teimourtash, Massood Yazdanimoghaddam,” Gholam-Reza Abbasian

Abstract

Motivation, particularly the contemporary construct of Directed
Motivational Current (DMC), represents one of the most intricate and
multifaceted dimensions within the process of second language learning.
This dynamic construct emphasizes learners’ sustained engagement
toward long-term goals and visions, extending beyond temporary
participation in classroom activities. The present study aimed to explore
students’ lived experiences in enhancing group-level DMC through the
Step-by-Step Framework, employing a phenomenological approach
within the Iranian educational context. To achieve this purpose, a
longitudinal design was implemented over the course of one academic
year. Participants consisted of 22 eleventh-grade science students,
selected through convenience sampling. Data were collected via semi-
structured interviews, reflective diaries, classroom observations,
motometers, and composite data display charts. Data analysis was
conducted following a phenomenological approach using MAXQDA,
through which participants’ attitudes and lived experiences were
systematically examined across the research period. Findings indicated
that the Step-by-Step Framework grounded in gamification principles
significantly enhanced the core characteristics of the DMC construct.
Furthermore, the implementation of the educational escape room
approach accelerated the development and consolidation of DMC
experiences among learners. The results of this study hold both theoretical
and practical implications for teachers, researchers, curriculum designers,
and educational practitioners seeking innovative approaches to foster
long-term motivational engagement among school learners.

Keywords: Directed Motivational Current (DMC); Gamification; Step-

by-Step Framework; Educational Escape Room; Phenomenology.
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