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Abstract
On the one hand, the Sasanian culture was the heir to the cultural traditions of Achaemenid Iran,

which remained stable in the homeland and birthplace of the Sasanians in Persia, and on the other
hand, it was the successor to the culture of the Seleucids and Parthians, which manifested themselves
in the manifestations of ancient Greek civilization. Since Iran was located between the Eastern Roman
Empire and India and China during the Sasanian period, it was an intermediary for trade between the
aforementioned countries, which resulted in exchanges between neighbors in terms of industries,
literature, and advances in science and technology at that time. Therefore, it should not be assumed
that the Sasanian culture and civilization were formed solely by the Sasanians. It is obvious that other
nations, who had been under the rule of the Sasanians for many years, also had a share in creating such
a great civilization. One of the cultural and civilizational indicators of Iran during the Sassanid era was

the development of writing political advice letters under the title "Henderz or Pandanamak" addressed
to kings and princes. Political advice letters are an important stage in the development of political
thought and the presentation of traditional governance practices in Iran. These advice letters were
compiled and written in the context of why and how to acquire political power, maintain and continue
it, and introduce a governance model in the territorial area of Iranshahr. An important point is the
reason for the connection between wisdom and Iranian governance in ancient political advice letters.
The writing of this article was carried out using the method of historical research; the method of
collecting library materials and the method of compiling and writing the materials was also
descriptive-analytical. It seems that Iranian sages sought the development of a land in a model of
governance that could establish and maintain security and justice in society with the help of rationality
and consultation. For this purpose, Iranian sages used all the beneficial and influential literary styles
and formats of their time to write political advice letters until they achieved their goal.

Keywords: Political advice, Ancient Iran, Iranian wisdom, governance, literary styles and formats,
early Islamic centuries.
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Extended Abstract

The fall of Baghdad in 656 AH (1258 CE) stands as one of the most significant and transformative
events of the 7th century AH. This catastrophe not only led to the collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate—
bringing an end to one of the longest-standing Islamic dynasties—but also marked the beginning of
profound political, cultural, and intellectual changes across the Islamic world. The event has left a
lasting imprint on the collective historical memory of Muslims, particularly among Iranians. Each
Muslim historian, shaped by his worldview, intellectual presuppositions, political loyalties, and social
position, narrated the incident through his own unique lens.

This study, using a historical method based on a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to
examine and interpret critical discourse within the historiography of the Ilkhanid period. It focuses
specifically on the works of four eminent historians of this era: ‘Ata Malik Juwayni in Tarikh-i
Jahangusha, Minhaj-i Siraj Juzjani in Tabagat-i Nasiri, Rashid al-Din Fadlullah Hamadant in Jami
al-Tawarikh, and Wassaf al-Hadrah in Tajziyat al-Amsar wa Tazjiyat al-A ‘sar. The central aim of the
research is to determine from what perspectives these historians viewed the fall of Baghdad and to
identify the indicators and components of critical discourse reflected in their historical writings.

The fundamental research question asks:
According to what criteria and elements did these selected historians approach the fall of Baghdad
from a critical standpoint, and to what extent were they able to move beyond the traditional
frameworks of panegyric or fatalistic historiography?

The main hypothesis posits that the degree of critical discourse in these historians’ works
can be traced through several key dimensions:

attention to human will and responsibility in shaping historical events; efforts to analyze the
material and social causes underlying the catastrophe; exploration of causal and logical relations
among phenomena; and avoidance of purely fatalistic or providential explanations of history.
Additionally, their modes of representing power, critiquing political and social structures, and
maintaining intellectual independence from ruling authorities can also serve as indicators of critical
discourse in their historiography.

A comparative analysis of these works reveals that each historian, through his distinct linguistic
style, narrative structure, and analytical approach, reflects a particular intellectual engagement with the
fall of Baghdad. Juwayni, employing an elevated prose and a realist perspective, seeks to elucidate the
political and moral dimensions of the tragedy. Minhaj-i Sirgj, through a religious—ethical lens
grounded in divine providence, justifies the event theologically. Rashid al-Din, adopting a more
rational and proto-scientific historiographical approach, examines structural and material causes.
Wassaf al-Hadrah, though writing in a highly ornate and elaborate style, occasionally directs sharp
criticism at the incompetence of the caliphs and elites of his time.

Accordingly, this study aims to analyze the intellectual and social backgrounds of each historian,
elucidate the emergence of critical discourse in Ilkhanid historiography, and clarify its role in the
evolution of historical thought in Islamic Iran. It is hoped that the findings of this research will
contribute to a deeper understanding of the methodological transformation of Islamic historiography
and the broader transition from narrative and mythic forms of history-writing toward analytical and
critical historiography.
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