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Revisiting the Concept of Irony in Hossein Qollar-Aghasi’s “Ashura”
Painting: From Tragic Narrative to Visual Text

Abstract

Hosseyn Qollar-Aghasi’s painting, “Ashura,” stands as a prominent
exemplar of Iranian Coffee House Painting (Naqqashi-ye Qahveh-
Khaneh), presenting the tragic narrative of Karbala through a visual
medium. This representation transcends a mere religious retelling,
revealing layers of paradox and significant semantic gaps within the
artwork’s structure. This study aims to analyze the concept of Irony in the
philosophy of Sgren Kierkegaard and investigate its application in the
depiction of the Ashura scene within the Iranian Coffee House School of
painting. Focusing on key components of Kierkegaardian irony, including
semantic suspension and the movement toward the transcendent, the
research analyzes how the tragedy of Karbala is visually rendered in this
folk art form. Employing a descriptive—analytical methodology based on a
review of philosophical and artistic literature, the study examines
Kierkegaard’s philosophical premises on irony in the philosophical
section, and the structure of Coffee House Painting and the representation
of Ashura in the artistic section. Data were compiled from established
library resources. Findings suggest that Coffee House Painting, through its
symbolic visual language and the synthesis of multilayered narratives,
creates an atmosphere where irony plays a pivotal role in generating
semantic suspension. This suspension compels the spectator, when
confronted with the paradoxes inherent in the event of Ashura, toward
deeper contemplation on the meanings of faith, suffering, and martyrdom.
Furthermore, the “Ashura” painting, juxtaposing a tragic depiction with an
expression of hope and movement toward the transcendent, offers an
existential experience of individual choice and responsibility that elevates
it beyond mere historical narration. This research demonstrates that Coffee
House Painting functions not only as popular art but also as a vital medium
for philosophical and ethical re-evaluation.

Keywords: Ashura Painting, Hossein Qollar-Aqgasi, Tragic Narrative,
Saren Kierkegaard, Concept of Irony



