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Women in the Text and on the Margin: A Re-reading of Feminist Discourse in
Persian Fiction from the Islamic Revolution to the Third Decade (1979-2009)
through the Framework of Laclau and Mouffe
Case Studies: Cheragh-ha ra Man Khamoosh Mikonam and Zaval-e Kolonel
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Abstract

Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Persian fiction has served as a significant platform for exploring and representing
female identity and the socio-cultural challenges faced by women in Iran. While existing studies have largely examined
the depiction of women in these literary works descriptively, fewer have employed a discourse-theoretical framework to
analyze the ideological construction of womanhood critically. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology,
grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and the discourse theory of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, to
investigate how the discourse of femininity is articulated in two notable post-revolutionary novels: Cheragh-ha ra Man
Khamoosh Mikonam by Zoya Pirzad and ZavdI-e Kolonel by Mahmoud Dowlatabadi. To situate the analysis within a
broader literary context, a comparative framework including twenty thematically related contemporary novels is also
incorporated. Discourse analysis, as an interdisciplinary approach, enables the study of language as a site of power,
ideology, and identity construction. The selected novels reflect contrasting modes of female representation: Pirzad's
novel portrays women within the domestic and everyday sphere, emphasizing subtle resistance to patriarchal norms,
while Dowlatabadi's narrative places women in a politically repressive and ideologically charged environment. These
contrasting representations highlight the influence of historical and socio-political contexts on the discursive
construction of gender. Female identity in these texts is constructed as a fluid and dynamic entity, shaped through the
interplay of discursive forces, hegemonic structures, and diverse linguistic negotiation strategies.

Keywords: Discursive Articulation, Female Subjectivity, Gender Ideology, Representation of Female Identity, Social Construction.
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