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Introduction

The land of Gilan, enclosed behind the wall of the Alborz Mountains, was located as a passage to the
other side of the Caspian Sea. The land of Gilan was an opportunity. The geoeconomic and geopolitical
position of Gilan on the southern shores of the Caspian Sea was seen as a height whose dominance was
equal to that over the most important parts of the northern and central Asian lands, and the possibility of
threatening and limiting the central power in the land of Persia(lran). The rise of the speculative economy
in the 16th and 17th centuries turned the eyes of Europeans to Asia. Western export and import
companies formed cartels in various regions, including Moscow, to facilitate the transit of goods through
a speculative economic program aimed at increasing profits by boosting exports and reducing imports.
Facilitating the transit of goods was achieved when the safety of the goods was maintained, and this
safety depended on the safety of the roads. Due to its specific climatic conditions and the impassability of
the western regions, the existence of small, autonomous states in the west (Biah Pas) and east (Biah Pish)
of Gilan, which were led by heterogeneous rulers, and the constant conflict with the central government
in Persia(lran), Gilan faced many crises that ultimately led to a geoeconomic crisis. The rise of Shah
Abbas | to power during the peak of the mercantile economy provided the basis for connecting the
national economy to the global economy, which was achieved through the establishment of political
dominance over Gilan. The purpose of this research is to conduct a situational analysis of the
geographical context of Gilan and the situation of political actors to exploit it.

Method

This research has been conducted using a Historical approach and logical positivism.

Results

By relying on the theoretical method of Situational logic of Gilan, it is possible to analyze the
geographical location during the peak period of mercantilism. A situation that led to political chess
between the Safavid government and the international Dutch East India and Moscovy companies. The
logic of choice in this political chess was to dominate Gilan. Reconstructing the position of Gilan
represented the most important north-south and east-west trade highway, which would have provided the
basis for greater profits. Shah Abbas succeeded in establishing a mercantilist structure in Persia(lran) by
dominating Gilan because he was the first person to link economic progress and development to political
concerns.

The Situational Logic of Gilan

1- A buffer between the White Sea, the Baltic Sea, the Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, and the
Persian Gulf

2- International trade at the height of modern capitalism

3- The growth of commercial capitalism due to the possibility of competition between rival states,
including the state of Cashin (Qazvin, Safavid court), Gilan, Shirvan, and Russia

The Climatic Logic of Gilan

1- Fertile soil suitable for growing various citrus fruits and silk
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The logic of choosing the Safavid government

1- Attack and dominate Gilan (political dominance)
2- Converting the lands from mamalek (State Land) into Khassa (Crown Land) and receiving the
agricultural surplus and income of this land (socio-economic dominance)

Logic of events

1- The attack on Gilan and the seizure of this land in 1000 AH/ 1592 AD, and the elimination of the
Gilan state's role as a buffer and adversary

2- The opening of the northern trade corridors and the possibility of direct communication with the
Russian state

3- The transformation of the lands from mamalek (State Land) into Khassa (Crown Land) and the
receipt of agricultural surpluses and income from this land through the monopolization of silk exports

Conclusion

The geography of the land of Gilan is separated from the central plateau by a series of high mountain
ranges. This land has a special geographical and climatic location. A land adjacent to the Caspian Sea,
with a different climate (extremely humid), is a suitable place for cultivating various crops and producing
silk. In the era of economic order changes, European countries, following the example of the Republic of
Venice, sought power through trade channels - and not territorialism. Years before the Heartland theory,
they identified the hot regions of the world. Regions that had unique characteristics that could determine
the balance of power in Europe through the path of obtaining maximum profit (wealth). Geographical
characteristics such as being a port, being a buffer between important commercial ports, and connecting
the north-south and east-north-west trade routes. Climatic characteristics also included the mass
production of citrus fruits and the mass production of high-quality silk, which were the concern of
European countries and their subsidiaries, including the Moscovy Company and the Dutch East India
Company. Gilan had all these characteristics; a land with numerous ports, a buffer between the various
lands of Russia, Shirvan, and the Safavid state of Cashin(Qazvin) (stimulating trade competition), a trade
highway and connecting the north-south (Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean) and east-northwest trade routes,
and a humid climate that was suitable for cultivating various agricultural products and, due to the
abundance of mulberry trees, made the production of high-quality silk possible. Gilan was not only of
interest to European governments and their subsidiaries, but the Casbhin(Qazvin) government at the time
of the establishment of Shah Abbas I also sought to dominate and consolidate socio-political-economic
dominance over this land to increase government revenue and seize the revenues of this land. Ultimately,
the Gilan crisis turned into a great opportunity, and Shah Abbas | seized this land and converted its lands
into Khassa (Crown Land) and took control of the north-south trade corridor. It promoted trade relations
with the Moscovy Company and the Dutch East India Company and deposited the proceeds into the royal
treasury for the economic development of Persia(lran). Therefore, in this research, we put the logic of the
geographical and climatic location of Gilan in harmony with the logic of time (commercial capitalism) in
order to reach the logic of choice, and this logic of choice automatically leads us to the why and how of
the logic of events.
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