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Designing a Health Governance Model with a Public Participation Approach:
In Line with the Seventh National Development Plan
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Abstract

In recent decades, health governance has become one of the most critical concerns of political and
social systems. Complex health challenges including rising treatment costs, inequalities in access,
public health crises, and declining public trust have highlighted the urgent need for new
governance models. One emerging approach in this field emphasizes public participation as a key
factor in enhancing the effectiveness of health policies. The present study was conducted with the
aim of designing a health governance model based on a public participation approach. The research
method employed a mixed design (qualitative—quantitative); in the qualitative phase, document
content analysis and semi-structured interviews with health experts were used, while in the
quantitative phase, the collected data were analyzed using structural equation modeling (SEM).
The findings indicated that public participation in dimensions of information sharing, consultation,
collaboration, and empowerment plays a fundamental role in the efficiency of the health
governance system. Moreover, the proposed model can serve as a strategic framework for
promoting transparency, accountability, and equity in the national health system. The results
demonstrate that implementing a participatory health governance model not only improves the
efficiency and effectiveness of services but also contributes to strengthening social capital and
enhancing public trust.

Keywords: Health Governance, Public Participation, Health Policy, Structural Equation
Modeling, Seventh Development Plan.
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