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Abstract

Friedrich August von Hayek (1899-1992), one of the most prominent theorists of classical liberalism in the
twentieth century, presents an intellectual system in which professional ethics, politics, and economics are
interconnected within an epistemological framework based on human cognitive limitations. By critiquing
‘constructivist rationalism' and defending ‘critical rationalism," Hayek emphasizes the dispersed and tacit nature
of social knowledge. He also advocates for 'spontaneous order’; a concept which posits that complex social
institutions, such as the market and morality, are the result of evolutionary processes and historical interactions.
From his perspective, justice is found not in the distribution of wealth, but in adhering to the rules of the free
market and treating individuals fairly. Professional ethics in Hayek's thought entails individual responsibility,
respect for private property, adherence to contracts, and humility towards spontaneous traditions. The overall
objective of this research is twofold: on one hand, it focuses on producing comparative-philosophical knowledge
about professional ethics, and on the other hand, it utilizes this knowledge to solve practical challenges. The
researcher seeks to answer the question: How do the epistemological foundations of professional ethics in
Hayek's thought influence moral behaviors and values? The hypothesis is that the empiricist epistemological
foundations of 'professional ethics' in Hayek's thought, by emphasizing liberty, individual autonomy, and
personal responsibility, and by creating a space for competition and innovation, can lead to the enhancement of
social cohesion and justice, and effectively influence the behaviors and values of professional ethics. The data
for this research will be primarily extracted from scholarly texts, books, articles, and documents related to the
principles of professional ethics. The research methodology will involve describing the fundamental concepts of
professional ethics and their epistemological foundations in Hayek's thought; critiques and evaluations of
Hayek's viewpoints will conclude the present research.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Friedrich August von Hayek, a prominent
twentieth-century thinker and one of the
foremost advocates of classical liberalism,
established an innovative connection
between economics, politics, and ethics
through a philosophical system grounded in
empiricist epistemology, bounded
rationality, and spontaneous order. Hayek's
thought is distinctive not only in its
emphasis on the superiority of the free-
market system but also in that it justifies
this superiority based on epistemological
foundations such as the dispersion of
knowledge, the spontaneous nature of social
order, and the fundamental ignorance of
human beings.

In this regard, the present study seeks to
examine the impact of Hayek's
epistemological foundations on professional
ethics and responds to the central question:
"How do the epistemological foundations in
Hayek's intellectual system influence
professional ethical behaviors and values?"
The study hypothesizes that Hayek’s
emphasis on liberty, individual
responsibility, and competition within the
framework of spontaneous order can
provide a basis for promoting professional
ethics and social justice.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative
approach based on document analysis. Data
and information are collected from library
sources, credible documents, books, and
academic articles related to the principles of
professional ethics and Hayek’s intellectual
foundations. Through conceptual analysis
and an institutional approach, key concepts
such as critical rationalism, empiricism,
negative liberty, spontaneous order, and
accountability  are examined and
interpreted. The main focus of the study is
the descriptive and intra-textual analysis of
professional ~ ethics  within  Hayek's
intellectual system, followed by a critical
evaluation.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal that in Hayek’s thought,
professional ethics are based on principles
such as respect for private property,
adherence  to  contracts, individual
responsibility, —and  humility  before
spontaneous traditions. These principles do
not arise from external impositions but are
the result of evolutionary and historical
processes of social interactions, which over
time have become effective, unwritten
moral norms. Hayek, by rejecting
constructivist rationalism and defending
critical rationalism, emphasizes the inherent
limitations of human knowledge and the
decentralized nature of social knowledge.
He argues that no institution or individual is
capable of designing morality from the top
down; rather, moral rules emerge from
traditions and human interactions within the
framework of a free market, devoid of
governmental coercion.

Within this framework, professional ethics
are not merely an individual phenomenon
but rather an institutional and social
phenomenon, shaped through processes
such as norm-setting, modeling, and
systems of reward and punishment. The
rules of ethical institutions must align with
the process of social evolution and human
tacit knowledge; otherwise, they lose their
functionality or become obstacles to
development.

The concept of spontaneous order forms the
cornerstone of Hayek’s ethical theory. He
considers markets, law, language,
traditions, and ethics all as products of
spontaneous, unplanned order.
Consequently, any imposed or centrally
designed morality by the state or centralized
institutions lacks legitimacy and efficacy in
Hayek’s intellectual system. In this context,
justice is not understood as equality in
resource distribution but as adherence to
general, impartial, and fair rules—rules that
do not restrict individuals from pursuing
their personal interests, but instead, create a
fair competitive environment.

Conclusion

The results of the study demonstrate that
the epistemological foundations of Hayek's
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thought—such as empiricism and critical
rationalism—offer a novel model for
professional ethics. This model, in contrast
to centralized and engineered approaches, is
based on traditional and spontaneous rules.
Within this framework, professional ethics
are formed and sustained through the
interaction between institutions,
organizational culture, social traditions, and
free competition. Hayek, by emphasizing
individual responsibility, highlights the role
of decentralized institutions and
spontaneous order in shaping ethical
behaviors. As a result, professional ethics in
this system are not merely based on legal
obligations or external pressures but arise
from the internalization of traditional rules
and voluntary cooperation within a free
society.
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