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A Hermeneutic—Formalist Analysis of Shaar,
a Poem by Siwareh llkhani-Zadeh

Fardin Abdi
Master’s Degree in Persian Language and Literature, Independent
Researcher
Abstract
Siwareh llkhani-Zadeh (1937-1975), widely recognized as the
founder of modern Kurdish poetry in Iran, was a versatile literary figure.
Despite his extensive output, his footprint in the historiography of Iranian
literature remains scarcely discernible. This study presents a formalist
analysis of his poem Shaar from the collection Xewaberdine. Unlike
previous research, which focused predominantly on content, this analysis
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integrates formalist principles with hermeneutic interpretation, offering a
combined hermeneutic—formalist reading.

From a formalist perspective—where the manner of expression is
emphasized—the poem, in its external linguistic structure, emerges
through norm-enhancing (rule-building) and Paralleling; in its internal
artistic fabric, it manifests through norm-reducing (rule-breaking),
ambiguity-centered  defamiliarization, transnormative/ Paranormal
strategies, and linguistic, semantic, and stylistic foregrounding.

Shaar, which critics consider the epitome of Romanticism in Kurdish
poetry, conveys profound historical, philosophical, political, and
sociological insights, engaging with literary and intellectual currents such
as Pure Romanticism, Social Romanticism, Rationalism, Symbolism,
Idealism, Modernism, and Post-modernism. These influences converge
within the poem’s fertile expanse, expressed through concision and
ambiguity.

The poem’s emotive dimension can be examined across three
interrelated spheres: personal, reflecting its Romantic essence; social,
expressing the poet’s disgust at a world steeped in hypocrisy and his
sociological vision; and universal, evident in his existential estrangement
within a society incompatible with his temporal context. Within this
universal sphere, the philosophical and conceptual fabric of the poem may
be analyzed through Idealism, Humanism, and Politics.

Keywords
Formalism, Hermeneutics, Personal Emotion, Social Emotion,
Universal Emotion, Norm-Enhancing, Norm-Reducing



