AEAY

&b
sl A,
ui’/ 4

G35 SN g (oDl aid 10 (29,1 9 (S luwo y JSUI oS> (ol (v 2

Journal of Religious Studies Ol deliinssy ass - ¢ aolilos
Vol. 20, No. 38, Summer 2025

Pp. 107-133

VWY=YeV A\Fe ¥ Ql:..‘.;lj YA e)\.o.:«r AR JL«:

Comparative Study of the Legal Ruling on the Use of Alcohol in
Medical and Pharmaceutical Matters in Islamic Figh and Jewish
Halakha

Zahra Abbasi
PhD student in Theology, Jurisprudence and Foundations of Islamic Law, Najafabad
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran, zahraabbasi221361@gmail.com

Mohammad-Hossein Irandoost
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Qom, Iran, (Corresponding Author): mohirandoost@gmail.com

Mohammad-Ali Heidari
Assistant Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and Foundations of Islamic Law,
Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran,
mal.heidari@yahoo.com

Abstract:

Alcohol, as a chemical compound with dual applications, has consistently
been a focal point of religious and jurisprudential discussions. On one hand, its vital
role in modern medicine as a solvent, disinfectant, and component of drugs is
undeniable. On the other hand, its intoxicating property presents profound ethical and
religious challenges for followers of Abrahamic religions. This article, employing a
descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, examines the rulings of Islamic
jurisprudence (Imamiyyah and Sunni) and Jewish Halakha regarding the medical
applications of alcohol. In Islamic jurisprudence, the final ruling is deduced based on
concepts such as "khamr" (intoxicant), "iskaar" (intoxication), and "najasah"
(impurity), relying on principles like "istihalah™ (transformation) and “idtirar"
(necessity). In contrast, Jewish Halakha, with a strategy of "sanctification and
limitation," while condemning "drunkenness," adopts a pragmatic approach in
medical cases, emphasizing the principle of "pikuach nefesh" (saving a life). The
findings indicate that both laws, despite differences in theoretical foundations—
prohibition in Islam versus ritual management in Judaism—ultimately arrive at
similar conclusions regarding the permissibility of using alcohol in necessary medical
conditions, by prioritizing the preservation of life. By clarifying these similarities and
differences, this research provides a clear framework for healthcare professionals and
religious patients.
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