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Abstract:

The demand for "justice and fighting corruption" in the Second Step of the Revolution statement
indicates the Supreme Leader's sensitivity and attention to one of the basic necessities of the
continuation of the political system. On the one hand, the perception of public opinion within
the country that there are manifestations of administrative corruption in parts of the
administrative organization and the private sector and its incompatibility with the goals and
ideals of the Islamic Revolution, along with statistics from some international organizations in the
field of comparing the performance of countries in combating corruption and its impact on the
international prestige of countries, has doubled the necessity of diagnosing the issue. Therefore,
in this article, using a group-participatory model, the importance and role of transparency and
whistleblowing as two effective components and indicators in preventing and combating
administrative corruption were examined. Then, by comparing the policies and actions of the
governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran and South Korea as two Asian countries, the strengths
and weaknesses of each were identified. The aim of the article is to apply and present strategies
and policy recommendations to improve administrative health in the country by using two
Y.



effective components in this field, namely transparency and whistleblowing. Based on this article,
using a qualitative research method and a descriptive-analytical approach, it was finally
determined that both countries have taken steps in the field of policymaking and approving laws
and regulations related to transparency and whistleblowing, but South Korea has been more
successful in developing digital infrastructure, using new technologies, and supporting
whistleblowing, and Iran faces challenges in developing new technologies and implementing laws
and regulations, especially in the field of transparency and whistleblowing. Therefore, finally,
strategic suggestions were presented to promote transparency and support whistleblowing and
attract public participation in Iran .

English Extended Abstract

Administrative corruption is one of the most important challenges to governance systems in the
contemporary world. Administrative corruption means the abuse of power and position for
personal or group interests and can appear in various forms. This phenomenon, by creating
inefficiency, reducing social capital, wasting public resources and undermining social justice, is a
serious threat to sustainable development and has widespread negative effects on the efficiency
of governments and public trust in government institutions, hindering national integration and
strengthening political instability. It can be claimed that the stability of a government depends
on the absence of corruption, while there is almost no country in the world that is free from
administrative corruption. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, there is a high political will to combat
corruption, a clear turning point of which can be called the eight-article decree of the Supreme
Leader in Y.+\, which led to measures such as the adoption of necessary laws, including the law

on promoting administrative health and combating corruption. His emphasis in the Second Step
of the Revolution statement on demanding justice and combating corruption is considered a
recent example of this will and strategy. However, the country's situation in terms of
administrative corruption is not as good as the Islamic Republic, and the reports of some
international organizations and Iran's global ranking in this regard are also more than enough.
Recent studies have shown that anti-corruption policies will only be successful if they focus on
three axes simultaneously: first, prevention by reforming structures and electronicizing processes
and transparency; second, public participation in detection and accountability through
independent oversight bodies and supporting whistleblowers; and third, continuous reform with
institutional evaluation and learning. Therefore, this article attempts to examine two effective
components in preventing and combating corruption, namely transparency and whistleblowing,
by referring to the definition and dimensions of administrative corruption, using a participatory-
group model and within the framework of a comparative study. The aim of the article is practical
and is to provide policy recommendations for improving the system for combating administrative
3



corruption in Iran. Therefore, first, the following questions were answered: What measures have
been taken to increase transparency and whistleblowing in Iran and South Korea? What
challenges are there in Iran for implementing transparency and whistleblowing tools? And given
the success of South Korea, what policies can be suggested for Iran based on this country's
experience? Therefore, first, the role of transparency and whistleblowing in reducing
administrative corruption, comparing the solutions of Iran and South Korea in the field of
transparency and whistleblowing, was examined and analyzed. In addition, the background of
the research includes a review of domestic and international research and reports of some
international organizations to compare the experiences of countries in fighting corruption and
the role of transparency and whistleblowing. The research method is qualitative and with a
descriptive-analytical approach and with the data collection tool mainly with the library method
including reports, documents and statistics available in domestic and international organizations
and studying and reviewing research literature and relevant documents and laws. This research
is applied and by comparative study and analysis of laws, systems and policies related to
transparency and whistleblowing in both countries, reports, documents and statistics available
in relevant domestic and international organizations were used to analyze and compare the
results of the research, and these data were examined using descriptive and comparative
analysis.

The research findings indicate that despite the necessary political will and the necessary
legislative and infrastructural measures in Iran, the controversial issue is the operationalization
of this strategy and the desired implementation of relevant laws and mechanisms. Based on the
group-participatory model, it is possible to have collective and effective supervision over
government and private processes, and transparency and whistleblowing, as key tools in public
participation, have a great impact on reducing corruption. A comparative comparison of Iran and
South Korea shows that both countries have taken good steps in creating an infrastructure of
institutional, legal, and technological aspects in line with transparency and whistleblowing, but
South Korea has been more successful in developing digital infrastructure and using new
technologies, and in Iran there are still challenges regarding the use of new technologies, proper
implementation of laws, promoting transparency, and protecting whistleblowers. Therefore,
policy suggestions were presented by drawing on the South Korean experience and focusing on
these examples.
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