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Aging has been portrayed in various ways within the social and
cultural context of Iran. The aim of this study is to identify and
analyze the discourses surrounding aging in lIran based on the
discourse theory of Laclau and Mouffe, along with the issues and
challenges associated with each discourse. This research uses a
qualitative approach through discourse analysis. The research
sample includes 27 research documents and validation through 10
semi-structured interviews with subject-matter experts, selected
based on purposive sampling. The findings reveal the presence of
discourses such as the negative portrayal and stereotyping of the
elderly, the marginalization of the aging population, and the
problematization of aging. Based on Laclau and Mouffe’s theory, in
the discourse of problematization, the "elderly as a resource" is the
central nodal point, with articulated elements such as equal rights,
opportunities for participation, purposeful living, social status, the
welfare movement, and social support. In the discourse of negative
portrayal and marginalization, the "elderly as a social burden" serves
as the central nodal point, with elements such as weakness and
iliness, incompatibility with change, lack of productivity, social
isolation, marginalization, and underrepresentation in the media
forming its articulation. In alignment with the interpretive space of
the aging discourse, strategic solutions were proposed.
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