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Objective: Revitalizing historical textures is the revival of cultural identity in
line with sustainable urban development. Given that according to the existing
plan, the house of Ala-ud-Dawlah (the ruler of Tehran during the Qajar era),
a historic and dilapidated house in the center of Tehran, is to be restored and
turned into a park, this study examines the impacts of this project.

Method: A combination of quantitative and qualitative methods has been
used in this study. In the qualitative part, documentary study and field
research have been used, and in the quantitative part, a survey has been used.
In the qualitative part, the statistical population includes managers and experts
of the Municipality of District 12 of Tehran in related fields, resident and non-
resident citizens, and local businessmen of Ferdowsi neighborhood, 21 people
were interviewed until theoretical saturation. In the quantitative part, the
statistical population includes businessmen and citizens of Ferdowsi
neighborhood, and the sample size based on the Cochran formula is 140
people.

Findings: Preserving cultural heritage and renewing the identity of the area
and its surroundings, reviving the historical context, creating and
strengthening friendly communities, increasing the possibility of spending
leisure time, beautifying the area (improving the urban landscape, improving
visual visibility), and correcting the undesirable appearance of the area,
attracting tourists, and increasing traffic are the most important effects
mentioned.

Conclusion: Owning the spaces around the house, carrying out fundamental
renovations, organizing the worn and unsightly surrounding space, increasing
leisure and welfare facilities, increasing the utility of the renovated space, and
holding social and cultural programs with the participation of citizens can help
sustain the restoration and revitalization activities, preserve historical identity,
strengthen collective memories of the past, and create new memories.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

Preservation and restoration of historical contexts is important from a cultural, social and
economic perspective; from a cultural perspective, these contexts are a reflection of past values,
beliefs and lifestyles; from a social perspective, their restoration can help preserve social
identity and the connection of different generations with cultural heritage. These areas can also
be reconstructed as new social spaces for local interactions. From an economic perspective,
historical contexts are often located in central locations of cities and can become tourist
attractions and economic centers through restoration and re-creation. This can contribute to the
economic prosperity of cities and neighborhoods (Safa Mansouri, 2024).

In this regard, Alaa al-Dawla House (the ruler of Tehran during the Qajar era) is a historic and
dilapidated house in the city center and old context of Tehran, located in the Ferdowsi
neighborhood and purchased by the Municipality of District 12 of Tehran from the Executive
Headquarters of the Imam's (RA) Order. According to the municipality's proposed plan, this
house has been decided to be converted into a park. Restoring and revitalizing the fabric and
defining a new use for it can provide a new identity for the house and its surroundings, and even
the city of Tehran. This study examines the social and cultural impacts of converting a historical
fabric such as Ala-Dowleh House, which has cultural and historical values, into a park.

Method

This study used a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods. In the qualitative part,
a documentary study (review of existing studies and plans, reports and histories, etc.) and
field research (using field observation tools and interviews) were used, and in the quantitative
part, a survey (using a questionnaire) was used.

= In the qualitative part, the statistical population included managers and experts of the
Municipality of District 7 of Tehran in related fields, residents and commuters, businessmen,
managers and employees of Shiroodi Stadium and federations, of which 18 people were
interviewed until theoretical saturation.

= In the quantitative part, the statistical population included: businessmen, residents and
commuters and visitors to Shiroodi Stadium, clubs and federations; managers and employees of
Shiroodi Stadium and federations and sports centers in Amjadieh neighborhood, who were
selected using a quota method (about one third for residents, about one third for commuters and
about one third for businessmen and employees and managers of the stadium, club and
federations). The sample size, based on the Cochran formula with an error of 0.05 and with p
and g equal to 0.9 and 0.1 (positive effects versus negative effects according to the results of
previous research), is 138 people, of whom 140 people were questioned in the study.

Findings

The revival and reconstruction of cultural and historical elements, including the Hall of Mirrors
and its luxurious stucco work, can be an effective aid in recognizing cultural and historical
identity. Organizing a ruined and defenseless urban space into a green and cultural space is a
desirable phenomenon that, under the influence of commercial complexes and the surrounding
hustle and bustle, may attract few audiences, unless a variety of programs, along with proper
monitoring and public information, draw attention to this place. The restoration of Alaa al-
Dawla House and its transformation into a park, if taken in a principled manner and based on
the historical and economic context of its vicinity, can have many positive effects and
consequences, the most important of which are: preserving cultural heritage and renewing its
identity and surroundings, restoring the historical context, creating and strengthening friendly
gatherings, increasing the possibility of spending leisure time, beautifying the place (improving
the urban landscape, improving visual visibility), and correcting the undesirable appearance of
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the place, attracting tourists, which are possible to a large extent, and along with that, the
negative consequence of increasing traffic is also predicted to a very high level.

Conclusion

Owning the spaces around the house, carrying out fundamental renovations, organizing the
worn and unsightly surrounding space, increasing leisure and welfare facilities, increasing the
utility of the renovated space, and holding social and cultural programs with the participation
of citizens can help sustain the restoration and revitalization activities, preserve historical
identity, strengthen collective memories of the past, and create new memories.
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