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Abstract:

Death has always been one of the central themes of human thought and has
continuously occupied the human mind. In response to this final and inevitable
phenomenon, human societies have formed a vast set of customs and beliefs that have
gradually become one of the most important initiation rituals in the history of human
culture and civilization. The term "mystical learning" or “initiation" refers to a set of
rituals and teachings that represent the repetition of the mental archetypes of a
particular society and cause a process that ultimately creates fundamental changes in
the physical, cultural, religious, and social dimensions of the participant. This research
has examined the subject using a descriptive-analytical method and with reference to
data extracted from two prominent Zoroastrian religious sources, namely Hadokht-
Nask and Bondahesh. The results show that the three stages of "separation™,
"transition™ and "reconnection™, which are clearly identifiable in various initiation
rituals around the world, are also present in Zoroastrian death rituals, with only minor
differences in their implementation. Accordingly, these three stages can be
systematically categorized and analyzed based on Zoroastrian customs.

Keywords: Mystery, Ascension, Hadakht-e-Nask, Bandehash, Death, Eliade.
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