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Abstract

Afghanistan's national identity is not stable due to challenges such as one-sided narratives, poverty,
and instability, and this has undermined the country's political stability. The aim of this research is to
investigate the impact of historical awareness on Afghanistan's national identity and political stability,
focusing on the emergence of the Taliban. The article concludes that the unique socio-geographical
structure, the conflict between tradition and modernity, and the lack of historical awareness have
prepared the ground for political instability and the strengthening of extremist Islamism (which led to
violence and the rise of the Taliban). Strengthening education and national discourse are proposed as
solutions.
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Introduction

This article examines the impact of external factors on the emergence and domination of the Taliban
movement in Afghanistan, during two critical time periods: 1996 to 2001 and 2021 to the present.
These developments cannot be analyzed solely by relying on internal factors; rather, a combination of
international and regional interventions provided the necessary context for this group's rise to power.

The main hypothesis of this research is that direct and indirect intervention by various countries,
particularly Pakistan, the United States of America, and Saudi Arabia, played a decisive role in the
emergence, strengthening, and domination of this group over Afghanistan.

Research Methodology

This research was conducted with an analytical-historical approach and based on the method of
collecting documents and resources through library research. In this regard, credible data and sources
available in databases were utilized to explain and analyze the various dimensions of external actors'
roles in Afghanistan's developments.

Key Findings and Analysis of External Actors

The research results indicate that the interventions and interests of foreign powers have been the main
driving force in the formation and stabilization of the Taliban's rule. The most important of these
factors and actors are:

1. Pakistan: The Leading External Factor

Due to its long border and the existence of the Durand Line, Pakistan has had the most extensive and
persistent intervention in Afghan affairs. Pakistan's key objectives include:

Strategic Depth: Utilizing Afghanistan as a "backyard" and defensive depth in confrontation with
India over Kashmir.

The Durand Line Issue: Preventing the formation of a strong national government that pursues the
Pashtunistan claim, and exploiting ethnic divisions.

Regional Competition: Weakening Iran's influence in Afghanistan. Pakistan has used the Taliban
as a tool to advance these goals and maintain the balance of power in the region.

2. Saudi Arabia: Ideological and Financial Influence

Saudi Arabia's support for Jihadi groups has ideological and geopolitical roots. With the goal of
promoting Wahhabism and countering Iran’s influence in the region, the country extended widespread
financial support to the Mujahideen and subsequently to extremist groups.

Deobandism and Wahhabism: Supporting Deobandi religious schools in Pakistan, which
transmitted Salafi and Wahhabi ideologies to Afghan Mujahideen.

Arab-Afghans: The organization and dispatch of thousands of extremist volunteers from Islamic
countries by figures such as Osama bin Laden and Dr. Abdullah Azzam, which led to the
reinforcement of radical Salafi thought in Afghanistan.
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3. The United States of America: Economic and Political Objectives

American intervention initially began with the aim of retaliating against the Soviet Union (due to
Vietnam) and gained new dimensions after the Soviet withdrawal:

Economic Goals (Energy): Attempting to secure a safe route for the transfer of Central Asian gas
and oil to global markets via the Uniocal pipeline in Afghanistan. Some analysts associate the
formation of the Taliban with facilitating this project.

Political Goals: Weakening the influence of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its allies (such as
Burhanuddin Rabbani and Ahmad Shah Massoud), and also striving to distort the image of Islam
through the rise of an extremist group.

4. The Soviet Red Army: The Primary Context Provider

The Soviet military invasion in 1979 provided the main context for the emergence and development of
radical Islamic groups. This ten-year war:
Led to the confrontation between communists and the religious beliefs of the Afghan people.
Resulted in Mujahideen gaining military skills and the formation of international communication
networks among Jihadi forces.

5. The People's Republic of China: Security and Economic Considerations

China's influence is characterized by caution and revolves around security interests (countering the
threat from Uighur militant groups like ETIM) and economic interests (mining projects and the "Belt
and Road Initiative" - OBOR). In pursuit of its own interests, China has adopted a cautious stance
towards the Taliban and has assumed a potential mediation role.

Conclusion

The developments in Afghanistan are a clear example of a "New Great Game." Ultimately, this
research concludes that external interventions, including the Soviet military presence and the
ideological, financial, and logistical support from Western and regional countries, played a central role
in the formation and strengthening of extremist groups like the Taliban. The complex interaction of
external factors with domestic conditions created the grounds for the Taliban's domination of
Afghanistan, leading to instability and the perpetuation of the crisis in the country. This article
contributes to a better understanding of the key role of external actors in Afghanistan's developments
and the historical and political context of this phenomenon.
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