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Presenting a Model of Academic Value Co-Creation with an Emphasis on
the Fifth-Generation University in Islamic Azad Universities of
Mazandaran Province

Abstract

The aim of this research is to present a model for co-creating academic value,
focusing on the fifth-generation university in the Islamic Azad University of
Mazandaran province. This study is applied and employs a descriptive survey
method with a mixed exploratory approach (qualitative and quantitative). The
qualitative population consists of professors from Islamic Azad University in
Mazandaran, while the quantitative population includes 1,303 faculty members.
For the qualitative part, purposive sampling was used, resulting in a sample of
20 individuals based on the saturation principle. In the quantitative section, a
stratified sampling method was applied using Cochran’s formula, leading to a
sample size of 297. The research instrument was a researcher-developed
guestionnaire with 103 items, based on qualitative findings, and its content and
face validity were assessed by academic experts. The questionnaire’s reliability
was confirmed with a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.982. Data were analyzed using
structural equation modeling with SPSS and Smart-PLS software. The results
revealed that co-creating academic value, with an emphasis on the fifth-
generation university, consists of 13 dimensions, with the highest average in
innovation and creativity and the lowest in environmental aspects. Structural
equation modeling results indicated that all model dimensions significantly and
positively contribute to explaining academic value co-creation, demonstrating a
good fit for the proposed model.

Keywords: Academic Value Co-Creation Model, Fifth-Generation University,
Islamic Azad Universities
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