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Abstract

The emergence of the Safavid state is considered one of the most important political and religious
events in Iranian history. With the emergence of this state, the hidden and open struggles of Iranian
Shiites against the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs and their allied governments in the post-Islamic era
finally led to the formation of a stable and durable Shiite state. The Safavid dynasty, as its name
suggests, came to power with the support of Sufis, and the leaders of this dynasty also initially had
Sufi tendencies. However, after consolidating power, they changed their approach and significantly
increased the influence of Shiite scholars. To the extent that they granted this group the religious
position of "Khatam al-Mujtahidin™ or "Mujtahid al-Zamani", a position that had no meaning other
than the deputy of the Imam of the Time (a.s.), and the Safavid kings also considered themselves the
deputies of this position. Despite the widespread influence of scholars during the Safavid era, this
group was not unified. By carefully examining the developments of that time, it can be seen that the
scholars were divided into three groups: a group aligned with the Safavid government, a group
opposed to it, and a neutral group whose main focus was on scientific issues and the education of
students. These differences were due to the different political-jurisprudential views that the scholars of
each group had towards the Safavid government.

In this research, an attempt has been made to examine the classification of the scholars, especially the
groups in favor of and against the Safavids, and to analyze their political and jurisprudential views and
opinions. And to reveal the relationship between the Safavid kings and the clerics as a factor in the
historical framework. Historical documents and evidence have been used to answer these questions.
The research method in this research is descriptive and analytical, in which information and data were
extracted from primary sources and used in the research text after assessing their credibility. The main
goal is to provide a reasoned and evidence-based answer to the issues raised.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Governments, regardless of their type or name,
monarchy, religious, democratic, constitutional
or dictatorial, are always trying to prove their
legitimacy in some way, and they usually
attribute this legitimacy to the people. The
Safavid dynasty, which did not have a coherent
theoretical and intellectual structure and was at
the beginning of its path, paid attention to the
policy and approach of the Sarbedaran
government in order to consolidate its
sovereignty. The Sarbedaran government
sought help from the scholars of Jabal Amil to
promote and strengthen Shiism; but this policy
was not successful for them. In contrast, the
Safavid dynasty continued the same method
and achieved success. Despite the similarity of
the policies of both governments, namely
strengthening the position of the scholars
against the Sufis, the Sarbedaran could not
achieve the desired result, while the Safavids
succeeded. For this reason, after coming to
power, the Safavids strengthened the
foundations of their government and ensured
its durability by taking advantage of the
credibility of prominent Shiite scholars both
inside and outside the country.

Methodology

In this research, an attempt has been made to
examine the classification of scholars,
especially the groups in favor of and against
the Safavids, and to analyze their political-
jurisprudential views and opinions. Historical
documents have been used to answer these
questions. The research method in this research
is descriptive-analytical, in which information
and data were extracted from primary sources
and, after evaluating their credibility, were
used in the research text. The main goal is to
provide a reasoned and evidence-based answer
to the issues raised.

Results and discussion

The main supporters of the Safavid dynasty
were undoubtedly Sufis, because the Safavid
dynasty itself was based on Sufi teachings and
had gained widespread respect and trust from
the people due to this spiritual orientation.
However, Shah Ismail I, after gaining power
and being crowned, declared Shia religion as
References

the official religion of the country. This
historical development provided a suitable
environment for the entry of jurists and
scholars into the arena of politics and
government to present their jurisprudential and
political views and ideas. In addition to the
Shia scholars of Iran, Shah Ismail and some
other Safavid kings invited prominent Shia
scholars from the Jabal Amil region to assist in
governance. The reasons for this invitation can
be divided into two categories: internal and
external. The internal reasons were: creating
intellectual homogeneity in Safavid society to
control the revolutionary enthusiasm of the
supporters of the Safavid government, severing
the disciple-follower bond between the Shah
and his followers, as well as the lack of
prominent scholars and rich Shia resources in
Iran. On the other hand, the external reason
was the pressure and hardships that the Shiites
and scholars of Jabal Amil were enduring at
the hands of the Sunni governments of the
Levant region.

Conclusion

With the rise to power of Shah Ismail | and the
establishment of the Safavid Empire, this
emerging dynasty lacked theorists who could
provide intellectual foundations to stabilize the
government. As a result, due to the lack of
solid theories and prominent theorists, the
popular legitimacy of the government was also
guestioned. To solve this problem, Shah Ismail
invited Shiite scholars from Jabal Amil, who
were renowned for their theoretical knowledge
and written works, to come to Iran. Some of
these scholars did not accept Shah Ismail's
invitation, a group returned after coming to
Iran and observing the behavior and policies of
the Safavids, and some accepted the invitation
and began to cooperate closely with the
Safavid government. This interaction led to
their growth and influence, such that they
received important rulings from the Safavid
kings. In addition to the scholars from Jabal
Amil, other scholars from Iran, Bahrain, and
Irag also expressed their views on
jurisprudential and political issues. Among
these opinions, there were sometimes
differences and disagreements in opinions and
thoughts, which affected the type of
relationship between the scholars and the
Safavid government and their closeness or
distance.
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