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Abstract:

This study was conducted to identify and prioritize policies for regulating social interactions from the
perspective of educational administrators. The significance of this research lies in the fact that social
interactions form the foundation of organizational culture in schools, and effective policies in this regard
can foster an environment conducive to sustainable order. The present study is applied in purpose and
employs a mixed-methods (qualitative-quantitative) approach to data collection, implemented through Q
methodology.

The statistical population consisted of principals and assistant principals of elementary schools in
Poldasht County during the 2022-2023 academic year. Twenty participants were selected through
purposive sampling based on theoretical saturation. To form the initial discourse framework, three
techniques were combined: a systematic review of library resources, semi-structured interviews with
educational experts, and content analysis of the collected data. Based on this process, a set of statements
was extracted, which, after coding and removing duplicates, were reduced to thirty-six final statements.
These statements served as the Q sample and were presented to the participants, who used forced sorting
to rank them on a spectrum from "strongly agree" to "strongly disagree," thereby revealing their
subjective perspectives.

The collected data were analyzed using exploratory factor analysis and SPSS software (version 27).
Findings revealed five distinct mental patterns among administrators, which together accounted for 71%
of the total variance. These patterns, in order of explanatory power, include: religious and spiritual
beliefs (accounting for 41% of the variance), administrators' adherence to the rule of law (9%),
theoretical and practical training on order (8%), incentive policies (7%), and punitive and disciplinary
methods (6%).

Analysis of the results demonstrated that the most effective policy for establishing social order is
emphasizing internal and ethical foundations, particularly religious beliefs, while policies based on
coercion, punishment, and the exercise of power ranked last.

In light of these findings, the present study recommends that policymakers and educational
administrators focus on theoretical-practical training, strengthening religious and spiritual beliefs, and
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behavioral modeling by school leaders to create conditions for sustainable social order in schools.
Adopting such an approach can enhance the quality of social interactions among students and
educational staff while ensuring the efficiency of the educational system in raising a responsible and
law-abiding generation.

Keywords: Social order, social interactions, Q methodology, educational administrators, religious
beliefs, rule of law, incentive policies



