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abstract

“Modernization” refers to the process of social changes that were based on the European experience
and aimed at transforming traditional societies into modern and developed ones. It involved adopting
modernity and its principles, which led Western societies to undergo significant transformations. The
social changes in the West were indeed guided by a theoretical framework and followed a clear
direction, characterized by substantial structural and foundational changes through the implementation
of reforms.

However, the modernization and reforms in Iran lacked a clear and coherent theoretical foundation.
They were influenced by an imported ideology of modernization, leading to a form of pseudo-
modernization in Iran. These changes were superficial, deviant, and incomplete, rather than
comprehensive, fundamental, and structural. Although they took the society out of traditionalism, they
failed to transform it into a modern and developed society.
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The services provided during the reign of the First Pahlavi in the areas of creating security, saving Iran
from the threat of disintegration, preserving the territorial integrity of Iran, establishing modern
institutions in the realms of administration, military, education, universities, and judiciary, cannot be
denied. However, a major flaw in the cultural policy of the era of Reza Shah was the disregard for the
interconnectedness of various cultural factors and the embrace of superficial aspects of modern
civilization while neglecting the profound cultural and political foundations. The infiltration of this
pseudo-modernism and false renewal hindered the adoption of genuine civil and cultural principles.
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Introduction

Generally, researches concerning the jihad fatwas during the Russo-Persian War (YA Y-YAYA)
address the outcome and function of the fatwas. One group considers the fatwas as the cause
of Iran's defeat in the second period of the wars, while another group rejects this outcome.
Thus, a research confrontation has emerged. One group of researchers considers the issuance
of the fatwas as a spontaneous movement by the ulama (scholars), and another group
attributes it to a suggestion by the government. However, less attention is paid to the problem
of the fatwas from the perspective of the text of the fatwas themselves. For a simple reason:
because less attention is paid to the "type of confrontation" of the ulama with the situation of
the Russian invasion. But the hypothesis of this research is that the problematic of the ulama
during the war was a result of how the Russian invasion became meaningful for them.
Because, in our view, if the issuance of jihad fatwas is examined as a situation, the
perspective of the issuers of the fatwas must first be examined. Because history, before being
the historical events that have occurred, is the mentality and perspective of the elements that
have formed the events. Therefore, the question of this research is: what was the problem of
the jihad fatwas from the perspective of their texts?

Method

The method of this research was the historical research method with a qualitative approach.
The analysis of the jihad fatwas in this research was conducted by considering the historical
lived experience of the ulama, and the fatwas were examined from the perspective of the
fatwa texts themselves.

Results

As Kant believed, we do not know objects-in-themselves, but rather we know their
representations; the same applies to historical situations. We know the representation of
situations. Therefore, pursuing contradictions regarding how the fatwas were issued will not
lead to historical certainty. This is because there are two sets of historical accounts. Some
accounts have attributed the issuance of the fatwas to the theory (or plan) of Mirza Bozorg
and Abbas Mirza. Other accounts have described the declaration of jihad as an incitement by
the ulama. According to documents and sources, both sets of accounts are both correct and
incorrect. This is because the accounts were provided by reporters who perceived a
representation of the situation. However, with every contradiction, no change occurs in the
issuance of the fatwas as a historical situation. This situation did happen. Thus, the problem
is: how did this situation become a situation? What was the problem of the fatwas? This
problem must be understood from the perspective of the ulama. This problem should not be
derived from the representation of historical accounts. It must be derived from the very text of
the fatwas themselves.

If the meaning of the Russian invasion for the Shah and the Crown Prince was an attack on
the territory of their monarchy, for the ulama it did not carry this meaning. According to the
text of the fatwas, the meaning of the invasion for the ulama was the meaning of an invasion
by unbelievers into the lands of Islam. This meaning is explicitly stated numerous times in the
text of the fatwas. Therefore, the problem for the ulama was not the reclamation of the Shah's
territory. Their problem was the defense of the lands of Islam and the expulsion of the
unbelievers. However, in solving this problem, they encountered another problem. At that
time, they lacked an organization or institution. According to reports from contemporary
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observers, the number of senior ulama was fewer than ten. This small number was also
scattered across the country. Therefore, the idea of the ulama's convergence with the Shah
does not align with historical realities. The ulama were only able to gain power several
decades later. Furthermore, due to their lack of an organization, they also lacked a defense
mechanism. Even the government itself lacked such a mechanism and was incapable of
defense. Consequently, by expanding the theory of jihad, they granted the Shah permission to
wage jihad. By expanding the idea of the general deputies (na'ebane-am) of the Twelfth Imam
of the Shi'a, they, on behalf of the Imam, granted the Shah permission for jihad. In the jihad
fatwas, the phrase "permission for jihad" is used. However, simultaneously, it also carried the
meaning of a "request for jihad." This meaning was relative to the hope they placed in the
Shah. It was a hope for the Shah to expel the unbelievers. In their view, the Shah could be the
agency that would solve their problem. Given the realities of the time, there could be no other
hope. Therefore, the phrase "permission for jihad," before being an indication of the ulama's
convergence with the Shah, signifies the ulama's hope for the salvation of their own kind.

Conclusion

The problem of the fatwas was relative to a type of perception that was lived. The problem of
the jihad fatwas was not jihad itself. Likewise, the problem was not merely the invasion of
unbelievers into the lands of Islam. The invasion of unbelievers into the lands of Islam was
what constructed the problem. And jihad was the solution for resolving the problem. The
problem was the realization of a vision of Islamic lands free from the presence of unbelievers.

The importance of guarding the borders of Islam has historical roots extending back to the
beginning of Islam. This importance was reproduced during the Russian invasion because
Islamic identity was contingent upon this reproduction. Therefore, achieving a vision free
from the presence of unbelievers was the problem that occupied the mentality of the fatwa
issuers.



