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Introduction and Methodology

Shah Ismail Safavi established a Shiite national government in the country in 907 AH by
forming the Safavid government, which was based on two elements: Iranian nationality and
Twelver Shiism. However, in the meantime, the share of Shiism was much heavier, and at the
beginning of the formation of this government, many efforts were made to formalize this
religion and try to spread it throughout the country, which was not achieved without killing
and violence, according to historical information. However, in the meantime, it is necessary to
examine the factors that paved the way for declaring Shiism as the official religion of the
country. In other words, the Sufi community before the formation of the Safavid government
as the ancestors of Shah Ismail should be investigated and explored in order to achieve a
better understanding of why and how the Ahl al-Bayt religion became official. This research
aims to first examine the role of Shah Ismail's family in his religious beliefs and convictions,
as well as the environment and conditions in which Shah Ismail grew up and was educated, as
factors that strengthened the foundations of Shiism in him. It had a worthy impact and then
the way of formalizing this religion and its consolidation will be examined and analyzed. In
this article, an attempt has been made to answer these two important questions using a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library research: Did Shah Ismail Safavi declare
Shiism as the official religion of the country based on political expediency and personal
interests, or was this a result of heartfelt and sincere beliefs? And what was his most
important action towards achieving this goal? The research hypotheses are also based on two
variables. The first is that Shah Ismail Safavi did not have much devotion to Shiite beliefs and
his religious actions were mostly rooted in political goals and in order to achieve political and
governance goals, he showed himself to be devoted and a believer in Shiite religion. The
second hypothesis is that Shah Ismail was a religious person at heart and believed in the
guardianship of the infallible Imams and all his religious actions were rooted in his heartfelt
beliefs. The results of this study show that Shiite, although at different times, contributed
greatly to advancing his political goals, nevertheless, a large part of the choice of Shiite as the
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official religion of the country was due to his heartfelt beliefs and those of the Qizilbas around
him, so that in order to achieve it, he initially and in some cases resorted to violence and
force, and then used Shiite scholars to promote and consolidate it. Due to the importance of
the issue of Shah Ismail's religious policy and the relationship between the officialization of
Shiite and his beliefs and convictions, studies conducted in this field It is not enough, and
valuable books that have been written in this field, such as the book Introduction to the
Relations between Religion and State in Safavid Iran by Dr. Hashem Aghajari or the book
Relations between Religion and State in the Safavid Era by Dr. Maryam Mirahmadi, as well
as the book Structure of Religious Institutions and Thought in Safavid Iran by Dr. Mansour
Sefat Gol, have only looked at the Shiism of Shah Ismail Safavi from a political perspective
and have dealt less with his doctrinal issues.

Discussion and Analysis Shah Ismail Safavi was generally considered a believer and
disciple of Shiism in his heart and belief for four important reasons. The first is that Shah
Ismail had ancestors who were inclined towards Shiism, and his father Sultan Haidar and his
grandfather Sheikh Junaid clearly had Shiite tendencies, and it is natural that these tendencies
influenced Shah Ismail's Shiism. The second point is that in fact Sultan Haidar, Shah Ismail's
father, and his brother Khwaja Ali and his grandfather Junaid, had been killed by the Sunnis
of Ag Qoyunlu, in other words, his Shiite family had been killed by the Sunnis, and it is
natural that the fire of revenge against them was burning in Ismail's mind. The third point is
that Shah Ismail's upbringing in a Shiite environment and under a Shiite mentor had a
profound impact on his beliefs and beliefs. In fact, Shah Ismail was the product of being
raised in a Shiite environment and trained by a Shiite teacher, Shams al-Din Lahiji. The fourth
factor in strengthening Shah Ismail's Shiite beliefs was the Anatolian Turks. Geographically,
Anatolia was the culmination of the practical connection of Sufism and Shiism in social
movements, which played a very important role in the Safavid movement. Anatolia had
originally become a melting pot of free religious beliefs, and the two main parts of these
beliefs were Shiism and Sufism. Research on the tribes that formed the Safavid government
and were with Shah Ismail shows that these tribes, which included Taklu, Dhul-Qadr,
Qaramanlu, Astajlu, Shamlu and Rumlu, had origins in Asia Minor and were therefore
influenced by Shiite tendencies, which were very effective in encouraging and helping Shah
Ismail and his religious tendencies. The result was that all these factors came together to make
Shah Ismail the Shiite, after coming to power, declare Shiism as the official and legal religion
of the country. In fact, it can be claimed that the consolidation of Shiism by Shah Ismail went
through two basic stages: first, declaring the Twelver Shiism as the official religion of the
state and using coercive and violent methods to institutionalize it, and then, in the next stage,
inviting Shiite scholars to explain, promote, and expand Shiite teachings. One of the most
important measures taken by Shah Ismail during this period and which can be analyzed in line
with his religious policy is inviting Shiite scholars to Iran. In fact, if we look at this issue with
fairness, we must admit that if this invitation had not been made and Shiite doctrinal,
theological, and philosophical issues had not been written and developed by Shiite scholars at
this stage, the policy of officializing Shiism would certainly not have been very successful.



