iy
L7 o
“!&y‘ YT "bd\ﬂv

Journal of Sociological Studies of Sustainable Development

Volume 1, Issue 2, pp. 45-65, 2025
homepage: http://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jsssd/

Tl

# ol )
—l s

Analyzing the Sociological Consequences of Social Exclusion with emphasis
on the Concept of Sustainable Human Development

(Case of Study: Gorgan City)

Hossein Jafari!, Rahmatollah Amirahmadi?*, Mohammad Amin Kan’ani®, Marjan Nouri*

1. Ph.D. Student in Sociology of Iranian Social Issues, Department of Sociology, Azadshahr Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Azadshahr, Iran. h.jafari@3060.ac.ir

2. Department of Sociology, Azadshahr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Azadshahr, Iran. (Corresponding
Author) amirahmadi569@iau.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature
and Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran. kanani@guilan.ac.ir

4. Department of Sociology, Azadshahr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Azadshahr, Iran.
marjannory@yahoo.com
Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type Introduction: Sustainable human development is a comprehensive discourse

Research Article

Avrticle history

Received: 25 August 2025
Accepted: 9 September 2025
Published: 11 September 2025

Keywords:

Sustainable development,
social exclusion, marginalized
neighborhoods, Gorgan.

that emphasizes meeting the current needs of humans without destroying
environmental capacities to transfer it to future generations; on the other hand,
social deprivation due to restrictions on class mobility and the decline of
social and economic participation opportunities prevents the realization of
sustainable development.

Objective: The aim of this research is to analyze the sociological
consequences of social deprivation with an emphasis on the concept of
sustainable human development in the marginalized neighborhoods of
Gorgan city.

Method: The research approach is qualitative, conducted using the grounded
theory method, in which 15 people were purposefully selected and studied
based on the principle of theoretical saturation.

Findings: The categorization of qualitative findings showed that
environmental consequences such as river destruction, deterioration of
physical quality and substandard housing, reduction of social participation
and intensification of social harms, educational weaknesses, cultural conflicts
and false traditions, class divides, and economic problems are among the
consequences of social deprivation that will prevent the realization of
sustainable development in Gorgan city.

Conclusion: The conclusion is that a comprehensive approach to the issue of
social exclusion and its elimination in deprived areas, in addition to better
understanding, provides the basis for solving the problem and providing
operational solutions in the field of developing a desirable urban model and
realizing the sustainable development discourse.
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Consequences of Social Exclusion with emphasis on the Concept of Sustainable Human Development (Case of
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

Given the complexity and unique diversity of urban issues, their administration requires a
transformative, qualitative, participatory, unified, and holistic management approach.
Consequently, Gorgan, due to its geographical location and proximity to water-scarce
provinces, as well as being affected by land reform policies in previous decades, has
consistently hosted many migrants as urban laborers. Approximately 100,000 people reside in
marginalized and underserved neighborhoods. Considering the deprivation of Golestan
province and the fact that over 25% of its citizens live in deprived areas, it is expected that by
elucidating and identifying the causes of social deprivation, conditions will be created for
planners in the field of social issues and relevant organizations in the province to take effective
measures to reduce and control social deprivation, utilizing the findings of the present studies.
Another characteristic of most marginalized neighborhoods in Gorgan is their proximity to
forests, pastures, and rivers. The worldview, needs, and social deprivation of residents largely
determine their approach to the environment and available resources. Neighborhoods such as
Kouy Erfan and Shariati, Kouy Shadab, and Al-Ghadir are spatially adjacent to the Hezarpeech
forest area, while Kouy Anjirab, Qaleh Hasan, and Ozineh are traversed by one of the city’s
main rivers. Undoubtedly, social deprivation can significantly impact the way residents of
marginalized neighborhoods interact with the surrounding environment. On the other hand, in
the author’s view, there is an inverse relationship between development and social issues in
Golestan province. As social problems intensify, we will witness underdevelopment, physical
deprivation, and a decline in quality of life. Neglecting social deprivation will lead to reduced
social security, decreased social capital, and ultimately environmental consequences in the
marginalized areas of Gorgan. Subsequently, policymaking in the realm of removing obstacles
to sustainable development and controlling social issues necessitates the elucidation and
identification of the causes and consequences of social deprivation. The present research,
utilizing field studies and focusing on the lived experiences of residents in deprived
neighborhoods of Gorgan, analyzes the social, economic, physical, and environmental
consequences of social deprivation among residents of marginalized neighborhoods. Given the
importance of social and environmental categories, the main question in this study is: from the
perspective of respondents, what consequences and impacts will social deprivation in the
marginalized neighborhoods of Gorgan have for residents and the environment?

Methodology

This research is based on a qualitative and grounded theory approach, aimed at examining and
analyzing the consequences of social deprivation in the marginalized neighborhoods of Gorgan.
Grounded theory is a qualitative methodology that uses systematic procedures to inductively
generate data-driven theory about a phenomenon. Accordingly, 15 residents from marginalized
neighborhoods, aged 25 to 55, were purposefully selected based on the principle of theoretical
saturation. Using a qualitative questionnaire and semi-structured interviews, the consequences
of social deprivation were investigated and analyzed from the interviewees’ perspective. In the
attached map, marginalized neighborhoods are marked with red arrows; as evident, most
marginalized and underserved neighborhoods are located around Gorgan city, especially in
urban Zone 3 and a portion in Zone 2. The Strauss and Corbin (1988) method, which consists
of three continuous stages, was then employed. In the first part, all interviews were transcribed
from audio files, and open coding was performed for each sentence. In the axial coding stage,
each code was grouped into a category based on similarity and semantic proximity. Finally,
based on selective coding, relationships between the selected categories were mapped. At the
end of the systematic analysis, which was based on the grounded theory method, all categories
were separated and reported based on causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening
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conditions, strategies, and consequences. In open coding, meaningful units are first labeled with
a conceptual name, and finally, using more abstract titles, the obtained concepts are categorized,
and this category is called a “theme.” Then, by analyzing the data, the characteristics and
dimensions of the obtained themes were developed.

Findings

The findings of this research are derived from data extracted from semi-structured interviews
through three stages: open, axial, and selective coding. In this regard, the research categories
were discovered and identified through open coding via concepts. Then, during axial coding,
the main category was identified, and the relationship between the main category and sub-
categories was reported using the Strauss and Corbin (1988) paradigm. Finally, through
selective coding, a coherent narrative was presented using the obtained categories, their
characteristics, and dimensions.

According to the interviews, in the axial coding section, physical and environmental
consequences were separated and categorized. Categories such as unsightly and unpleasant
spaces, visual disturbances, noise pollution, spatial deprivation, substandard housing, and
physical and health problems were classified as main categories. One of the characteristics of
Gorgan’s marginalized neighborhoods is their proximity to some forested areas, agricultural
lands, and also rivers. Rivers have largely become spaces for dumping household and
construction waste, which, in addition to environmental consequences, has led to the spread of
skin diseases among residents, especially children. Waste collection and dry waste dumping,
substandard residential spaces, and visual pollution are other consequences of social
deprivation that contradict the concept of sustainable development.

Conclusion

Alongside poverty and economic deprivations, residents of deprived neighborhoods exhibited
low social capital. As Putrick (2001) stated, material deprivation leads to the disconnection of
individuals from societal communication networks. Consequently, the opportunities and
situations for residents of deprived and affluent neighborhoods in Gorgan are not equal in terms
of education, access to third places, and social welfare. This is an issue that Anthony Giddens
believes social deprivation occurs when members of society are denied equality in terms of
access to opportunities and civil rights, and this issue demonstrates how the implementation of
sustainable development principles is contingent upon the social class of actors. Overall, a
comprehensive approach to social deprivation from a sociological and sustainable development
theory perspective, while providing a better understanding, facilitates problem-solving and
offers practical solutions in the field of public issues management and the formulation of a
desirable urban model. Finally, understanding the consequences of social deprivation in the
context of sustainable development and considering control strategies in policymaking,
educational improvement, construction oversight, improvement of spatial patterns, and
planning in the field of social issues in Golestan province can ameliorate one of the most
significant obstacles to development in Gorgan city and adjust the current situation in terms of
social harms and improvement of quality of life.
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