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A review of Tomostethus spp. Species, and the first report of Tomostethus
nigritus Fabricius from Tehran Province, Iran
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ABSTRACT

The ash leaf-eating wasp Tomostethus nigritus is one of the most important leaf-eating pests of ash trees in the
Palearctic world, which can cause the foliage to become bare and the level of photosynthesis in the plant to decrease,
and also reduce the beauty of the tree by feeding on the leaves. This insect was first observed in Tehran province in
the spring of 2023. In this study, a review of the species of the genus Tomostethus spp. in the world and Iran was
conducted to investigate the population level of this pest in Tehran. Morphological studies showed that the samples
collected in this study were consistent with T. nigritus. The larval population was visible on the leaves, trunk, and
canopy of the tree from April to June. The highest population density was recorded in May. Further research is needed
to prevent the insect spread and also to manage existing populations.
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