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Abstract
Fayzullah Banbani compiled Majmu‘ al-Nawadir during the reign of
Mahmudshah Bigreh (A1Y-4YY AH) in Gujarat, India, utilizing earlier
Arabic and Persian texts. The Nawadir Zanan section, with Y4 anecdotes,
depicts women from diverse classes—concubines, free women, and
rulers—as dynamic agents within the Iranian-Islamic cultural framework.
This study employs qualitative thematic analysis, guided by Nancy
Fraser’s gender justice framework (recognition, equitable resource
distribution, participation), to explore women’s characteristics, including
intelligence, eloquence, courage, and religious awareness. Findings
indicate that recognition of women’s abilities is prominent in 4¥,)7 of
the anecdotes, significantly outweighing equitable resource distribution
(e, ¥YZ) and participation (¢%,¢Y7). Figures like Sayyedeh,
demonstrating political leadership, and Faizeh, leveraging Quranic
verses, challenge gender stereotypes and affirm their dignity, reinforcing
human dignity as emphasized by Amina Wadud. Conversely, anecdotes
like Zan va Jahzeh perpetuate negative stereotypes, such as jealousy,
reflecting cultural constraints. Gujarat’s multicultural environment,
marked by Hindu-Islamic interactions and thriving trade, enriched the
diverse portrayal of women, yet structural barriers, including slavery and
seclusion, hindered full gender justice. The study highlights the pivotal
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role of religion, particularly Quranic references, in empowering women’s
discursive agency, though it had limited impact on structural change. This
analysis underscores the value of revisiting classical texts to illuminate
women’s historical agency and advocates for their potential to inspire
contemporary gender equality initiatives

Keywords: Iranian-Islamic culture, Majmu‘ al-Nawadir, Navader-e
Zanan, gender justice, Nancy Fraser.

Introduction

Literary and historical anecdotes, as part of the Iranian-Islamic cultural
heritage, are valuable sources for understanding social relations, gender roles,
and ethical values in historical contexts. These narratives, by conveying
religious and social concepts, offer depictions of women’s agency in diverse
roles—from concubines to free women and rulers. Re-examining these texts
through the lens of gender justice, which emphasizes equality in access to
resources, opportunities, and recognition of women’s capabilities, reveals
women’s positions as active agents in Iranian-Islamic history and culture.
Fayzullah Banbani, a 4th-century AH scholar and chief judge, compiled
Majmu‘ al-Nawadir during the reign of Mahmudshah Bigreh (A1¥—3)Y AH) in
Gujarat, India. Drawing on earlier texts, with the Nawadir Zanan section
comprising Y4 stories that portray women with traits such as intelligence,
eloquence, courage, and religious awareness. Gujarat’s multicultural context,
shaped by Hindu-Islamic interactions and thriving trade, influenced the
selection of anecdotes and the diverse representation of women. This study aims
to analyze the characteristics of women in Nawadir Zanan from a gender justice
perspective, exploring their portrayal using Nancy Fraser’s theoretical
framework (recognition, distribution, participation). It not only elucidates
gender dynamics in lranian-Islamic culture but also underscores the
significance of revisiting classical texts for contemporary gender studies.
Materials and Methods

This study employs a qualitative approach with thematic analysis to extract and
analyze key themes related to gender justice, based on Nancy Fraser’s
theoretical framework (recognition, equitable resource distribution,
participation). The study population consists of the Nawadir Zanan section of
Majmu* al-Nawadir by Fayzullah Banbani, comprising Y4 anecdotes depicting
women in diverse roles (concubines, free women, rulers) within the Iranian-
Islamic cultural context. Data were collected from the primary text of the
anecdotes (Banbani, ) ¢ + V) and analyzed using thematic analysis to identify and
code women’s characteristics (intelligence, eloquence, courage, religious
awareness). The analysis involved: ) repeated reading of the anecdotes to
identify initial themes, Y) coding themes based on Fraser’s criteria, Y)
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categorizing themes into recognition, distribution, and participation, and ¢)
interpreting data in light of Gujarat’s historical-cultural context and Islamic
perspectives (e.g., Amina Wadud). Qualitative software, such as MAXQDA,
was used to organize codes and extract patterns. The findings are expected to
elucidate women’s roles in classical texts, contributing to a deeper
understanding of their significance in Iranian-Islamic culture and the relevance
of revisiting these texts for contemporary gender studies.

Since you’ve already requested the Research Findings section in both Persian
and English, and I’ve provided a response tailored to the full article, I’ll assume
you’re either seeking a reiteration or a slightly modified version. To avoid
redundancy, I’ll refine the previous response by incorporating additional
nuances from the article while maintaining the same structure and word count,
ensuring it captures the essence of the findings comprehensively. If you
intended something different (e.g., a specific subsection or format), please
clarify, and I’1l adjust accordingly.

Research Findings

Qualitative thematic analysis of the Y4 anecdotes in the Nawadir Zanan section
of Fayzullah Banbani’s Majmu‘ al-Nawadir, using Nancy Fraser’s gender
justice framework (recognition, equitable resource distribution, participation),
demonstrated that women—categorized as concubines, free women with
traditional roles, and powerful figures—were active agents within Iranian-
Islamic culture. Recognition of women’s abilities and dignity was prominent in
ay,1V7 of the anecdotes, whereas equitable resource distribution (¢7,YY7) and
participation in decision-making (£9,¢Y7%) were constrained by structural
barriers like slavery, seclusion, and patriarchal norms. Women such as
Sayyedeh, exhibiting political leadership and bold responses to Sultan
Mahmud, and Faizeh, skillfully citing Quranic verses, defied stereotypes of
passivity, resonating with Amina Wadud’s focus on human dignity.
Conversely, the Zan va Jahzeh anecdote perpetuated negative stereotypes like
jealousy, reflecting patriarchal cultural influences. Gujarat’s multicultural
setting, with Hindu-Islamic interactions and a vibrant trade economy, supported
diverse portrayals of women, yet social limitations impeded full gender justice.
Quranic verses were pivotal in empowering women'’s discursive agency, though
their impact on structural social change remained limited. These findings affirm
the potential of classical texts to elucidate women’s agency and inspire
contemporary gender studies.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

This study affirms the capacity of Nawadir Zanan to illuminate women’s
historical agency in Iranian-Islamic culture. The anecdotes, depicting women
as intelligent, eloguent, and courageous, offer models of resistance and
leadership that inspire contemporary gender equality efforts. Gujarat’s cultural
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diversity enriched these portrayals, but structural barriers impeded full justice.
Reuvisiting classical texts can inform policies to address inequalities and support
educational initiatives to promote human dignity and gender justice. Future
research could explore similar texts to uncover patterns of women’s agency
across other historical-cultural contexts, deepening our understanding of gender
dynamics in Iran’s history.
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