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Abstract

Urban policies in Iran have played a pivotal role in shaping the social and economic
outcomes of Afghan migration on regional development. Given Iran’s geographic position
as one of the primary destinations for Afghan migrants, these policies have intricately
influenced urban living patterns, employment, social services, and cultural stability in
various regions. The significant presence of Afghan migrants in Iranian cities has not only
posed challenges in areas such as housing, education, and healthcare but has also opened
up opportunities for economic growth and cultural exchange. Against this backdrop, the
central question arises: What are the social and economic (urban) policies of the Islamic
Republic toward Afghan migration to Iran, and what impacts have they had? this study
adopts a descriptive-analytical method, revealing that the social and economic (urban)
policies of the Islamic Republic regarding Afghan migration address various aspects that
affect the migration process and the living conditions of the Afghan community in Iran.
These policies, while facilitating certain areas like educational and healthcare access, have
imposed restrictions in other areas, negatively affecting the social and economic integration
of migrants. The impacts of these policies include enhanced cultural and economic
interaction between the two nations, alongside social challenges such as strain on the host
country’s resources and the necessity for strategic migration management policies.
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