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Abstract

This article examines the para-diplomatic economic capacities of the Iranian
diaspora residing in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The primary objective of the
research is to analyze the role of Iranian expatriates in the UAE as non-state actors
in fostering bilateral economic relations through mechanisms of economic para-
diplomacy. The central research question explores the economic para-diplomatic
capacities of the Iranian community in the UAE and identifies the challenges they
face in this regard? The study hypothesizes that the Iranian community in the UAE
can contribute to strengthening economic relations between Iran and the UAE
through their economic para-diplomatic potential. However, they primarily operate
within informal and extra-structural networks (such as ethnic-family ties and
accumulated social capital) and encounter various challenges, including restrictions
on fund transfers, difficulties in opening bank accounts for Iranian shareholders,
banking limitations due to sanctions, customs barriers, and obstacles in obtaining
trade certifications for sanctioned goods stemming from the UAE’s alignment with
Western allies’ policies.

Given the UAE’s status as one of the most significant destinations for Iranian
expatriates and its pivotal role in Iran’s import-export activities, the findings
indicate that the Iranian diaspora possesses para-diplomatic economic capital, trade
networks, and cultural linkages. They can serve as a bridge for expanding
economic cooperation, mitigating political tensions, and advancing Iran’s national
interests in economic diplomacy. This research employs a qualitative methodology
with a descriptive-analytical approach.



Keywords: Diaspora, Economic Paradiplomacy, United Arab Emirates, Iran,
Diplomacy
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