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Abstract

Introduction: Mosqgues in Iran have played a crucial role as religious-social institutions in shaping and
sustaining the social base of governments in the Islamic Republic.

Methodology: This study adopts a comparative approach and employs systems theory to analyze the role of
mosques in four administrations: Hashemi Rafsanjani, Mohammad Khatami, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and
Hassan Rouhani.
Results and Discussion: Findings reveal that the intensity and manner of using mosques as socio-political
subsystems depend on the political and social strategies of each government. Under Ahmadinejad, mosques
and religious associations were widely and systematically mobilized for political legitimacy and mass
mobilization. Under Rouhani, their role was more complementary and limited to critical junctures.

Conclusion: Despite socio-cultural transformations, generational shifts, and the rise of digital
media, mosques remain a vital subsystem within Iran’s political structure, mediating between state
and society.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Mosques in post-revolutionary Iran have consistently operated as influential religious—social
institutions rather than mere places of worship. Positioned at the intersection of religion, society, and
politics, they have served as key mechanisms for legitimacy production, political mobilization, and
social cohesion across successive administrations of the Islamic Republic. Although previous
studies have explored the mobilizing and symbolic functions of mosques, they have often remained
descriptive and lacked systematic comparison across different governments. Technological shifts,
generational transitions, and the rise of digital media have further complicated the traditional role of
mosques. This study aims to fill this gap by conducting a comparative analysis of the mosque as a
political-social subsystem during four administrations: Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Mohammad
Khatami, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and Hassan Rouhani. The study assumes that variations in
mosque functions—especially regarding clerics, eulogists, religious networks, and state
institutions—are a function of governmental strategies toward society and political mobilization.

Methodology

The research employs a descriptive—analytical and comparative design. The unit of analysis is the
role and performance of mosques as political-social subsystems during the four administrations.
Data were gathered through content analysis of academic publications, official documents, sermons,
media reports (IRNA, Fars, Mehr), and budgetary records related to mosque activities and religious
organizations. Texts were coded across four analytical dimensions: (1) clerics and eulogists, (2)
mobilization and organizational capacity, (3) state institutional support, and (4) social feedback.
Data triangulation enhanced explanatory validity, though the study remains limited by its reliance
on secondary sources and absence of recent fieldwork.

Results and Discussion

Findings reveal significant variation in how each administration used the mosque as a political—
social instrument.

» Rafsanjani Administration: The mosque primarily functioned as a stabilizing cultural base,
supporting social cohesion rather than acting as a direct tool of political mobilization.

» Khatami Administration: With emphasis on civil society and reformist discourse, mosque-
centered political mobilization declined. Mosques served mainly cultural and symbolic roles for
religious constituencies.

* Ahmadinejad Administration: A turning point marked by extensive and organized mobilization
through mosques. Clerics, preachers, and eulogists—backed by institutions such as the Islamic
Propagation Organization—formed a coordinated network amplifying state discourse, legitimizing
policies, and mobilizing lower-income groups. Mosques and religious associations became core
pillars of the administration’s political outreach, though the second term witnessed distancing from
the traditional clerical establishment.

* Rouhani Administration: The political use of mosques declined, replaced by a more cultural—
social orientation. While clerics and eulogists remained active, they exhibited significant
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ideological diversity, with some publicly criticizing government policies. State institutions
emphasized moderation, community programs, and social services rather than mass mobilization.
The result was a fragmented and pluralized mosque arena, reflecting broader sociocultural shifts
and generational change.

From a systems-theoretical perspective (Easton; Luhmann), mosques operate as dynamic
subsystems integrating three components: (1) message producers (clerics and eulogists), (2) social
base (religious communities and networks), and (3) state institutions. During Rouhani’s tenure,
system cohesion weakened: mosque-goers gravitated toward ritual and cultural practices, clerics
displayed multi-voiced discourse, and state institutions adopted a softer regulatory approach. This
recalibration reduced the mobilizational function of mosques while strengthening their cultural role.

Conclusion

Across the four administrations, the mosque has remained a persistent political-social pillar of the
Islamic Republic, yet its intensity and mode of operation have shifted significantly. Governments
with traditionalist or populist orientations—most notably Ahmadinejad—activated mosques as
powerful mobilizational infrastructures. Reformist or moderate governments, such as Khatami and
Rouhani, emphasized cultural and community-oriented functions instead. Despite generational
change and digital media challenges, mosques continue to serve as vital intermediaries between
state and society. Future policy must strengthen the mosque’s capacity for social cohesion, ethical
guidance, and civic participation while avoiding partisan instrumentalization. Aligning clerics,
communities, and state institutions toward non-polarizing cultural and social missions can preserve
the mosque’s integrative role and support systemic stability in contemporary Iran.
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