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Designing a Valuation Model for Sports Players (case study: Iranian volleyball
players)

Mohammad Mohammadpoorit, Mahvash Noorbakhsh?*, Maysam Shafiee
Roodposhti®

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to design a model for evaluating valuing and pricing
volleyball players in Iran. The current research method is a combined quantitative
and qualitative approach. The statistical population in the qualitative phase includes
260 articles extracted from reliable sources using the meta-combination method,
and 100 articles were selected for final evaluation. In order to check the designed
model, the qualitative method of causal diagram was used. In the quantitative part,
the statistical population consisted of 168 players of Iran's premier volleyball
league, and the statistical sample included 30 players of the volleyball league due
to the limitation of access in a possible and judgmental way. The data collection
tool is based on semi-structured interviews, closed questionnaires and checklists,
which were conducted using the fuzzy Delphi method. 125 components were
extracted from the selected articles, some indicators were removed, and another
number were added by experts and finally 60 indicators were approved. The
indicators were divided into two quantitative and qualitative groups. The indicators
were ranked and scored based on reliable sources and using the opinion of experts
in a 10-point standard, and the score of each component was determined. In the
next step, the data related to the quantitative and qualitative indicators of the
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players were collected using questionnaires and checklists, and the total scores of
each player were obtained from the indicators. In the next step, the total amount
available in the league for buying or selling players was obtained, and then the
Riyal value of each point was determined using mathematical calculations. At the
end, the total points earned by the player were multiplied by the value of each point
and the final value of the player was determined. The results showed that the most
expensive player with a value of 13,532,539,444 Rials and the cheapest player with
a value of 7,023,809,400 Rials are among the players of the country's top volleyball
league. Also, the results showed that the real value of the players is different from
the value of their contracts. The designed model was also confirmed by the
opinions of experts and by the causal diagram method. This research showed that
the pricing of players and their contracts is not proportional to their real value, this
issue in Iran can have different causes, but one of the main reasons for this issue is
the lack of a suitable model in evaluating, valuing and determining the price of
players. In this regard, the club and the relevant officials can get the real value of
their players by implementing this model in their teams. And by conducting this
test periodically, they will check the value of their players over time and provide
appropriate arrangements to employ them in appropriate positions in volleyball
matches.

Keywords: valuation, volleyball, accounting, human resources
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