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Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran, which brought about significant changes in domestic and international spheres,
laid the foundation for a new ideology centered on the core signifier of Shia Islam, influencing all institutions of
the state. The Islamic Revolution introduced a novel discourse with new teachings, aiming for transformation
across all domains. Its profound impact has been such that the foreign policies of all subsequent Iranian
governments have been shaped by the ideological principles of this revolution. This article aims to examine the
influence of the ideology of the Islamic Revolution on the foreign policy of Hassan Rouhani’s administration,
seeking to answer this question: what is the relationship between the ideology of the Islamic Revolution and the
discourse of Rouhani’s foreign policy? The research is conducted using Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis
theory. Findings indicate that the "moderation discourse" of Rouhani’s government was built upon the central
signifier of balance. His foreign policy, through a flexible interpretation of the Islamic Revolution’s ideology,
established within its discursive framework concepts such as de-escalation, balancing relations between East and
West, reconciling realism and idealism, mutual respect in international relations, adherence to international laws
and institutions, and negotiation as a means to resolve the nuclear issue. Thus, the discourse and identity of
Rouhani’s foreign policy, formed through differentiation from the hardline, justice-centered discourse of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s government, was influenced by that segment of the Islamic Revolution’s ideology
which, while rejecting both domination and subjugation, advocates adherence to international law, peaceful
coexistence, and the principles of dignity, wisdom, and expediency. By highlighting these elements and
marginalizing others, such as support for the oppressed, struggle against the hegemonic order, exporting the
revolution, opposition to international institutions, and ideological idealism, the discourse of moderation
introduced a new identity in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Introduction

The occurrence of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran, which brought significant changes in
domestic and international spheres, laid the
foundation for a new ideology rooted in the
central signifier of Shi’a Islam, influencing all
institutions of the state. The Islamic
Revolution introduced a novel discourse with
new teachings, aiming for transformation
across all domains. The profound impact of the
Islamic Revolution has been such that the
foreign policy of all successive governments
has been influenced by the ideological
teachings of this revolution. However,
depending on policymakers’ perspectives, the
internal and international context, the nature of
relations between governments and other state
institutions, and the role of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in regional and international
order, the extent of the influence of the Islamic
Revolution's ideology on the nature and
performance of governments, particularly in
foreign policy, has varied. Given the necessity
and importance of producing scholarly works
on the relationship between the ideology of the
Islamic Revolution and governmental policies,
this research analyzes the relationship between
the ideological discourse of the Islamic
Revolution and the foreign policy discourse of
Hassan Rouhani’s administration. The main
research question is as follows: What is the
relationship between the ideology of the
Islamic Revolution and the foreign policy
discourse of Rouhani’s government?
Methodology

Discourse analysis is a post-structuralist theory
developed by Michel Foucault, Fairclough,
Ernesto Laclau, and Chantal Mouffe. In this
study, the core elements of Laclau and
Mouffe’s discourse analysis theory are
introduced and subsequently applied to
understand the influence of the ideology of the
Islamic Revolution on the foreign policy
discourse of Hassan Rouhani. Key concepts in
Laclau and Mouffe’s theory include the central
signifier, floating signifiers, the field of
discursivity, identity, hegemony, the logic of
equivalence and difference, elements and
moments, othering, and strategies of emphasis
and marginalization. Discourse analysis, by
highlighting the constructed nature of
discourses and identities and the struggle for
hegemony within the discursivity, is the most

suitable method for examining the relationship
between the foreign policy of the Moderate
Government and the ideology of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran.

Results and discussion

The discourse of moderation under President
Rouhani's government was founded upon the
central signifier of balance. By adopting a
flexible interpretation of the ideology of the
Islamic Revolution, this discourse established
floating signifiers and timely elements of that
ideology, such as rejecting domination,
resisting subjugation, respecting international
treaties and agreements, resolving international
disputes through peaceful means, accepting
judgment based on justice and fairness,
promoting cooperation and engagement,
playing an active role in international affairs,
responding in  kind when necessary,
prioritizing relations with Islamic countries
over non-Islamic ones, and observing dignity,
wisdom, and national interest, within its
framework of foreign policy discourse. While
remaining attentive to the teachings and values
of the Islamic Revolution, the government also
took into account the national character of the
state, thus establishing a balance between
national and transnational dimensions. The
foreign policy discourse of Hassan Rouhani's
administration constituted a sub-discourse
within the broader discourse of the Islamic
Revolution. It articulated its identity according
to the signifiers of expediency (maslaha) and
wisdom (hikmat), shaped by the country's
conditions and the structure of the international
system. By rejecting the signifiers of the
hardline,  justice-oriented  discourse  of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's government,
Rouhani's administration distanced itself from
that previous discourse and instead
institutionalized those aspects of the Islamic
revolutionary ideology that could facilitate the
lifting of sanctions and the reduction of
tensions. Rouhani's foreign policy discourse
represented an interpretation of certain articles
of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran that emphasize de-escalation with the
surrounding world, respect for international
agreements, solving societal and public
problems, and fostering constructive relations
with Islamic countries. Within this discursive
framework, principles such as national interest
and expediency were prioritized as guiding
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tenets of foreign policy. Although the
discourse of moderation was part of the wider
discursive cycle of Iran's Islamic revolutionary
ideology, it exhibited significant distinctions
and differences compared to the principled,
justice-oriented discourse of the previous
administration.  Moreover, the domestic
circumstances and the prevailing international
discourse compelled the discourse of
moderation to adopt signifiers suitable for
resolving the nuclear case and lifting economic
sanctions.

Conclusion

In Dr. Hassan Rouhani's moderate discourse,
compared to other discourses within the
Islamic Revolution, milder interpretations of
ideological issues and topics were sought. In
this approach, emphasis was placed on national
interests; since moderate ideologism requires
maintaining a balance between realistic and
idealistic aspects, or between the national and
transnational  objectives of the Islamic
Republic. Moderate ideologism aimed to
uphold the fundamental principles and core
values of the Islamic Republic's foreign policy,
while adhering to balance and moderation in
pursuing national and transnational goals,
avoiding any form of extremism or excess.
Naturally, certain signifiers of the ideology of
the Islamic Revolution, such as pan-Islamism,
Islamic internationalism, confrontation with
the hegemonic system, rejection of the existing
international order, and support for the
oppressed and liberation movements, had no
place within the discursive framework of the
Moderate government. This was because the
central signifier of moderation and the
discursive identity of Rouhani's administration
necessitated efforts to reduce tensions with the
hegemonic system and the current international
structure, emphasizing mutual  respect,
resolving issues through diplomacy, peaceful
coexistence, expanding international relations,
lifting sanctions, and engaging in dignified
dialogue rather than threats.
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