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Abstract:

Adopting a philological-historical approach, this article analyzes two philosophical-
religious concepts: divine incarnation (/wl/il) and the transmigration of souls
(tanasux) within the Mazdakite movement of the Sasanian era, and the subsequent
formation of the new concept of return (raj ‘a") in the Neo-Mazdakite movements of
the early Islamic centuries. The paper argues that the doctrine of fwlil, both in the
Sasanian period and thereafter, transcended its purely theological function. By
establishing a profound connection with three other key concepts, as follows, it
played a significant role in shaping the socio-political movements of Sasanian and
post-Sasanian Iran: (1) Farr-e ’izadr (Divine Glory), as the Iranian precedent for
legitimizing leadership; (2) Tanasukh (Transmigration), as the mechanism for
transferring the divine spirit from one leader to another; and (3) Raj‘at (Return), as a
messianic hope for the comeback of a slain leader and the continuation of the
struggle. Drawing upon an analysis of historical and other relevant texts, this study
demonstrates how ancient Iranian ideas were reproduced within the new Islamic
context and transformed into potent tools for political resistance and identity
assertion.

Keywords: Incarnation (fulil), Transmigration (fandsux), Return (raj‘a'), Divine
Glory (Farr-e izadr), Mazdak, Neo-Mazdakites.
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