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2 McRaild and Taylor
®_ History of gender

4. History of women
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®, Quantitative method
4. content analysis
®. Analytical/interpretive aspects
® an explanation
’. The conceptual dimension of data
& Measurable operationalized variable
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!, Content value
2, Reproducible and valid inferences from data about their context
®. Annual approach
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!, Social theory

2, Social history

% Social history from below
4, silent groups

®. Forgotten groups

¢ Disadvantaged groups

’. Those hidden from history
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° Qualitative content analysis
0 social theory and social history
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Introduction

Social history as one of the important branches of historiography spread among historians in
the 19th century, and factors such as the purification of Marxist thought and the Annals
school accelerated this process. In the middle of the 20th century, the focus on political
history shifted to "analytical holistic view". The range of topics, approaches and
methodologies available in the field of history led to the increasing convergence of the
humanities, in which history and social sciences became intertwined, given their similar
nature.

Marxist research and their attention to the role of classes in society caused researchers to
pay attention to the role of neglected and forgotten classes in history. In this regard, studies
on "gender history” and "women's history" were considered. The redefinition of women's
experiences as an outsider group in the research of predecessors has opened up new arenas
for historians and added to the richness of social history, but at the same time it has led to an
increasing fragmentation of the field and left unanswered a large number of questions raised
in historical explanation.

Importance and Necessity of the Research

The importance and necessity of this research is in processing the content of the newspapers
of Khorasan during the Qajar era and constructing the image of the forgotten groups in the
history of Iran during this period. Women and children, as two groups of social spectrums
that were less addressed in traditional and previous historiography and were on the margins
of history, were taken into greater consideration with the emergence of social history and the
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2, Associate Professor, Department of History, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
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expansion of its scope as one of the new methods of historiography. Therefore, the
representation of women and children among the publications and newspapers of Khorasan
during the Qajar era can seem like an original and significant research.

The necessity of conducting this type of research is to distance oneself from traditional
historiography based on political history and approach modern and methodical types of
historiography based on modern theories in historiography in the contemporary world.

Research Method

This research includes at the methodological level: qualitative method, quantitative method
and content analysis, each of which will be discussed in a schematic manner. Qualitative
methodology allows the researcher to obtain analytical/interpretive and explanatory aspects of
concepts and variables directly from the data. The objectives of qualitative research include:
description, explanation or interpretation, which in this research has been used from its library
and documentary level. The quantitative method is used in research to measure variables that
have the ability to be converted into a quantity.

Content analysis in processing newspaper information, first refers to the issue of the value
of the content in them and secondly whether the arguments of journalists on social issues have
a scientific status and value, among the cases of using this method for research on
newspapers.

Literature and Research Background

Various studies have been conducted on social history and women and have examined various
topics in this field. In this regard, various works such as "History of Women's Awakening™ by
Sharifi Sa'i (1392) and analyses related to children by Yousefi Aghdam and Farastkhah
(1400); have been presented. Seyyed Qutb (1401-1397) in "Research on Khorasan News in
the Qajar Era" systematically categorized the events into a series that can represent Mashhad
and Khorasan in the Qajar era; and in another study (1393); he analyzed the press distribution
system in Mashhad during the Qajar era.

Theoretical Framework

This research seeks to represent the social existence of women and children in the newspapers
of Khorasan during the Qajar era

The nature of social history research requires convergence between the research of
historians and sociologists.

The theoretical approach of the present research is to use a mixed theoretical model based
on the technique of "qualitative content analysis™ and combine it with the approach of
McRyleid and Taylor in the book "Social Theory and Social History". In this regard, the
researchers have considered the rereading of Khorasan publications during the Qajar era and
have organized their research using other historical sources.

Findings

The word newspaper has been used and utilized in Iran since ancient times. In previous
centuries, this word has been used as an expression of important events of the sultans' system
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as well as daily events of the court, biographies of kings, ministers, elders of the country and
the country, and sometimes as a kind of tax account.

In the Qajar era, this word changed in terms of its use and role, meaning that; chroniclers
and government writers reported the events and incidents of their regions to the central
government, and this current news and short political, social and economic news in that era
were called newspapers. The development of newspapers in this era occurred rapidly and
public acceptance increased sharply. This is because the speed of publishing news in
newspapers was faster than other news processes.

The definition of the category of woman as a human gender and their sexual differences
with men based on a psychological approach indicates different feminine characteristics in
their bodies. Before the formation of a "collective female identity" and their awareness of the
concept of class, women's problems were analyzed with an individual approach. Recognizing
collective problems and defining the category of women as a social being, collective problems
of identification and identity formation were formed around this new situation.

In Khorasan publications during the Qajar period, women were often introduced as
dependent characters. Authors criticized their social status by citing religious sources. And
they used the concepts of foreign domination and self-alienation of identity. Women's
clothing and its limits in Islamic laws became one of the challenging issues for Muslims in
this era. In this regard, cultural changes and contact with the West have led to detailed
discussions about the hijab and women's freedom.

The frequency and repetition of the two words "honor" and "jealousy™ in newspaper texts
are considered as one of the general values and have a wide inclusion in the Islamic-Iranian
discourse governing Khorasan publications during the Qajar era.

A major development in the press discourse of the Khorasan people of the Qajar era was
the emphasis on equal rights between men and women, especially in "women's magazines"
whose authors considered the pursuit of knowledge as essential for them.

In the period's publications, a narrative model was presented in order to model the social
life of women from the ideal models of early Islam and their lifestyle, so that Khorasan
women could continue the same practice in light of it.

In the study of Khorasan newspapers on the issue related to women, sometimes the
confrontation of conflicting discourses can be identified, as in the comparison of two articles
from the journal Jahan Zanan and Khorasan, the confrontation of conflicting discourses is
shown: the first text, by presenting historical evidence from early Islam, seeks to recognize
the right of women to testify in courts, and the second text; places women in the category of
"persons under guardianship”, "perpetrators of criminal offenses” and "convicts". The
discursive conflict and the network of conceptual implications of the two texts reflect the
social atmosphere prevailing in Khorasan at that time.

In this era, looking at the issue of education and educational justice for boys and girls is
also an important point, the traces of which can be seen in the press.

Also, the authors of the publications have devoted serious attention to the pathology of
educational programs and the application of educational content in schools, and have tried to
provide useful solutions for the practical use of educational findings in social and economic
areas.



