Journal of Iranian Social Development Studies (JISDS)
2025 (Summer), Vol. 17, No. 3

Investigating the Position of Iran's Supreme Administrative Councils in the Light of the Rule of
Law and the Requirements of Social Development

Mehrab Heidari Zadeh
Department of Public Law, Rafsanjan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kerman, Iran
Vali Rostami *
Professor, Department of Public Law, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
Mohammad Hossein Ramazani Ghavam Abadi
Associate Professor, Department of Public Law, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract:

The present research aimed at investigating the position of Iran's supreme administrative councils in
the light of the rule of law and the requirements of social development. As part of governance
mechanisms in many countries, councils play an important role in achieving transparency,
accountability, and social participation. However, in the Iranian legal system, supreme administrative
councils still face fundamental challenges. The present study’s main question is that, to what extent
these councils have been able to comply with the criteria of the rule of law and respond to the
requirements of social development. The research methods were descriptive-analytical and it was
carried out by collecting library and documentary information. The findings showed that the supreme
administrative councils do not have independent legal personality and continue to operate as part of
the government structure. This limits their transparency, accountability, and institutional efficiency,
and prevents them from playing an active role in social development. The present study suggests that
reforming the legal position of councils, strengthening their financial and administrative
independence, promoting transparency and public oversight, redefining the relationship with civil
society and academia, and empowering human resources should be on the agenda. Also, aligning
council decisions with social development indicators, including justice, equal opportunities, and the
promotion of social capital, can help promote good governance in Iran. In summary, institutional
reforms and attention to the link between the rule of law and social development are essential
conditions for the supreme administrative councils to become more efficient in the Iranian governance
system.
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