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Abstract

This study aims to phenomenologically analyze the meaning of place in the
curriculum, with a case study of the teacher training dormitory in the minds of
student teachers, and to describe their experiences of this place. The research method
is qualitative and phenomenological, focused on discovering and analyzing the
concepts and themes present in the lived experiences of student teachers. The data
was collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews with student teachers,
observations, and field notes. The data was then analyzed using phenomenological
analysis, through which the main themes were identified and interpreted. The
participants in this study were student teachers who had spent an academic year in
the studied location, specifically one of the buildings of the Farhangian University
campus. Purposeful sampling was used, and participants were selected based on the
researcher's knowledge of them as a participant observer (professor) in the location.
The findings showed that the meaning of the teacher training place for student
teachers goes beyond a physical space and includes complex concepts such as
physical coordinates, identity formation, emotional and psychological meaning, and
symbolic meaning. These concepts play a significant role in shaping the professional
attitudes and teacher identities of student teachers and influence their personal and
professional motivations. The results of this study indicate that the teacher training
place is not only an environment for academic learning but also functions as a social
and cultural context in the formation of student teachers' teacher identities.
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Results of the Thematic Analysis of Data and the Semantic Interpretation of Place (Student Dormitory)
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and athletic activities an old building with a rusted door
Walls with faded paint
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A considerable distance from the main campus of the girls’

university an authentic old building located in one of the city’s
historic yet crowded neighborhoods
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A multi-story building with multiple functions
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Small rooms considering the high student density
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A building for boys' sports activities
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A cafeteria with a spacious area on the lower floor, situated
before entering the classrooms
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Two rooms for holding classes located behind the cafeteria,
with classrooms lacking windows
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A dormitory with a tall building, faded and worn walls, and
small rooms housing about ten people each
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Gaining experiences different from the family environment
and even distinct from school years
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In search of motivation to endure the additional hardships of
dormitory life
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An environment for forming new friendships and interacting
with peers in various areas
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Providing a setting for exchanging ideas and opinions with
peers and dormitory mates
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Making use of the joys and challenges of dormitory life to
build friendships and foster group solidarity
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Utilizing the joys and challenges of dormitory life to build
friendships and foster group solidarity.
Respectful relationships among students, along with the
courteous presence of university staff and administrators in
addressing student issues

The location, condition, and structure of the building reflect
the perception of the teaching profession
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A reflection of the structural challenges in the teacher
education system, which is reproduced in the minds of
student-teachers as an image of their future careers.
Living in the dormitory shapes a phenomenological experience
of responsibility, resilience, and educational interactions,
which unconsciously imprints a model of future teaching in
the minds of student-teachers.
The dormitory’s deterioration and lack of facilities create an
unconscious experience of the teacher’s position within the
country’s social and economic structure, which will influence
their professional identity in the future
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Educational inequalities and the lack of justice in the
educational system have made me doubt the impact of the
teaching profession.
A worn-out educational environment and the absence of
adequate school facilities have affected my energy and
motivation for teaching.
The lack of financial and welfare support for student-teachers

reinforces a sense of the profession’s undervaluation from the
very beginning of the path
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The dormitory, with all its age and wear, is a familiar space
full of shared memories for student-teachers, strengthening
their emotional attachment to it.
The building's age is not an obstacle to a sense of belonging;

rather, it fosters empathy among student-teachers, as they
share a common history and collective memories in this space
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Although this building is old, it is filled with a sense of
security and familiarity for me—a place where | have
experienced the bitter and sweet moments of student life.
This dormitory is not just a building; it was a temporary home
where we matured, learned, failed, and rose again.
The sound of footsteps in the old hallways, the scent of worn
books during exam nights, and the warmth of late-night
gatherings have become part of my identity in this place.
Every corner of this dormitory holds memories of effort, hope,
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hardship, and friendship, as if its walls silently tell the story of
our lives
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Estrangement lies not only in being away from home, but also
in the old dormitory building’s inability to create a sense of
'homeliness'—a place where the walls have more stories to tell
than the residents.
The old objects and fading colors in the dormitory space serve
as a reminder that this is not a home, but a temporary station
where a sense of belonging has yet to find its place
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The presence of individuals from different regions with
diverse cultures can bring feelings of isolation and alienation.
An old dormitory lacking dynamic cultural facilities not only
fails to enhance the student-teachers' living experience but can
also increase their sense of estrangement and distance from an
ideal educational environment
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For many student-teachers, the dormitory was an environment

where they gained a deeper understanding of responsibilities,
independence, and human interactions
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Alongside other student-teachers, we remember those

adventurous days, and the same feelings of empathy and
closeness to one another are revived in our hearts
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A worn-out and outdated educational environment can lead to
a decrease in students' motivation and interest in learning.

Students may feel that they lack the ability and capacity to
grow and progress in such a setting
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Discouragement stemming from high expectations in
educational environments can subtly permeate the minds of
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student-teachers, affecting the quality of their performance and
interactions with others
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Lack of motivation toward the teaching profession due to the
perceived indifference of decision-makers and planners
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Old physical spaces may give students a sense of confinement
and limitation. These spaces often do not use colors or designs
that stimulate creativity and energy, which can lead to feelings
of fatigue and discouragement among student-teachers.
Deviation from the standards of an ideal educational
environment
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The gap between initial perceptions of the teaching profession

and existing realities — conflict between personal values and
the educational system

Cuto (458,55 (ol 03650 — alro 48> QI I (giads)) ol

Yo sbcus b a4 oo g Jad gt 4 duel —oso] s
A sense of value in choosing the teaching profession —
motivation to make a positive impact on future generations —
hope for career advancement and access to better opportunities
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Support and encouragement from professors and classmates —
fostering friendships and deep relationships that give meaning
to the student experience
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Hope for reforms and improvement of educational conditions
— amotivation to participate in educational and cultural
changes
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As a platform for reproducing the experiences, emotions, and
identities of student-teachers
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The presence of student-teachers with diverse cultures and
identities as both challenges and opportunities for professional
development
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It can serve as a place for storing the collective experiences of
student-teachers, where memories, challenges, and educational
achievements are imprinted in their minds and indirectly
influence the teaching and learning process
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The gradual erosion of a place's historical identity as a result
of modern changes
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Student-teachers may feel that they face challenges in the
dormitory that affect the balance and equity of their
educational experience
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The Spirit of Participation as a Key Factor in Shaping the
Collective Identity of Student-Teachers
Participation as a Tool to Cope with Everyday Challenges in
the Dormitory
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The student dormitory, as both a physical and social space,
may serve as an environment in which student-teachers live
under the influence of the building’s traditional setting and
outdated systems. This situation can create a sense of conflict
for them, as they must balance between traditional values and

their emerging needs for learning and professional
development.”
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Doubt and lack of belief in the value of the teaching profession
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Changing Attitudes Toward the Impact of Innovations in the
Teaching Profession and Their Contradiction with the
Deteriorated Context of Dormitory and Educational
Environments
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Figure 1
The first main theme and its subthemes
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Figure 2
The second main theme and its subthemes
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Figure 3
The third main theme and its subthemes
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Figure 4
The fourth main theme and its subthemes

S 35 4o 9 S
b9y 4 Olebaegamiily (md )3 lee Co e Gl ot g oy Baa L lagg
S e cnl ) pledeegoeitily Sy3 a5 3l H18 gy 3)90 1y (nebiae g manlie (oulidly
Gl 6y aSLy el (058 (SLaS G oS & plee Con 5 (S0 4 0l (LS (oS bt a3
s d gl guoln] Sy 25 (3l ol aygm Ao liseo ernlie o )3 a8 elaial g (goine
loadly 355l o 8 e ol 1) lorogetils 25 5 wilasesl ob )3 (lojen ybods o)l 5
9 Bble line wogn (65 JSB ((Sjd Claee (omen ol (pelae Jold (gl cnl 5



JlsL R U WE S EVEV WES)

el &85 S whee s o5 ) lobes iy 33 55 6w (ales sline ¢ 3LS s,
21 o oSl WIS o b Globogiil (628 (slod 28 2 paiies ysbds kS & pealie ()
S olpieas plee Con ol gy Aimlgs SIS 51 5 bj0el sl o el B8 5 0 (glad o
Lol (lodrogondily (ladyo Cogn (B3JSE 53 0diiS e (i SISy 5 (sloil ¢ Sin b sLad
oyl JUI (sl 6y lgis s aSly ole (63050k sl (LS plgie s il & (e cpl S oo
SoS Jlolrogomiily (gldd > g (60,8 drwgd g Ady 4 &S Cunl lain] 9 (Kinyd slaysl 9 i
2 3lg e 590l Slaisygly 9 Sl Sipdy IS o e (Kimd g (Sl Cogn bais S o
a8 (s ol @l bl g2 cmizmad AT S8 lolee Sl 5550 (obigel i ol
Oledregmitily Colid) 5 03501 (aljl ) Wl o oo ol (LA sl g (Sin b g (elosr] Colos
ol Lol (gade slaz polul  Geiod cnl (sl 4l auglie A8 S8 plee o 015 ]
2 e (ool " plsie b odingy )3 Wiges sl A8 o a0l )yl lmgh gl el
sl Shy (Voo plidgd) (ol oty (ulid )5 lgoniils adlllae 3)50) (p90tily Gloa o
oo ol Sl Cunl 4S8 (o) 3)90 Gl (com) et LS Sl Se (Su5
Mol a8 witwn 5]y g (ooli] el olasl b plalad JLod 4 bl a8 aas o olis
S p ol 035 (Lol Slalie 5 oyl eluly (Db Sl A8 o0 s |y olo]
O Olalllae b a8 Cul lodrogzeiily 23 13 wlre sy pllas Cumdg 3l (glojleiol < jloid o
Wggh (58 JSB dixe} y izped DI SlyFen phgzetily (555 p (Soged sbad b o by
Moy Sl giily (gmd gline by b Gl b pdnggy 5> (WAP)pLdss o (o35
Cosi g o Cupde 63650k (938 Ml Coglh 4 Kl oo olUlgs 53 (S5 &S dad 00 (LS
Wit e (lgetily (elainl 5 (flad s Cugr (515 JSD 53 (Sen o5 1S S8 elata] el
S o o Sl g (68 S e 3 |y pilo gl gl e () sl 4l By >
2 S5 5 lagmtily wtuns Sl gl gt b gl > (Vo) )gdeme ol 1 ogMe
1m0 L @l sl 0dd ()2 loelSle ) gl ible Sl M gl slaelSls
a9 03l 4l Jbemiils p (6)ld) 5 wlusl Bk Gaee Sl WG e olKles j> (Swj oS
Olpgh @l A8 oo Wl bl S0k Sloys ) et BB (loky oy aely Sl i lgie
355 imgly 3 (MWAFJelgsitul B (] 2 ogMe sl gunad (ygane (yl diza )3 Bos (ol b ol
S plgie a4 ol8ily 5 bgmeaily STyl " bl oas Sl g dtuj slad s e b
oS a3 o0 GUIS Jigd (nl (Sl Cusl 4S5 qw)p 3)90 (Sim) g (sloal Sl 4l
395 sloinl oGl ()] g (% b byl )l By ly (pldd plgis 1) olRisly pligoeisly

Al



FV-AF .o, N E ¥ Glimo) FA o ke VY Jlu Sl 9 Ghigel sole 4 pii

|y o coimgls 0 OB 858 5l b o ol 00 ppuns Sled Sy iy sl (e

il el pllai Lol S B3l g sl pllas ML g lols S 4 (2SS4l

Oi 5 &S sk b b o..\:.ﬂ Olelre Con 3 8y o8l laxe a8 )l ..\.Sb u_lf Jobds Budod ol

2 Nlg o Ay oyl g il atil j5 gladys g (60,8 Wby (ele (6530L p ogMe lalrogoriiils

oo ol 3 ol 13,8 UK ose) Lo 13 Lol Sl ] g ool dncis da syl b Jolss

0 Ll 1L b 55 S Syl ol sline i sl ) wSlg e ledmegriils 9 5 1 (clodg Caren]

Oﬂl g_uL; 9 lazsl 4 a9 L Oed O PVt relzd‘ Ao ) C)il PRIELREWY sl UG R Egog0

3903 0)L8l (5 co (g Slaudey I Aigel iz 4y Simgh

wyd Al g b 0 ol b g gzl lalyw )3 CogSun I ledrogoudils dtu; 4y -
ol

oy 55l o 5 ol Mo ys g (55 U5 1 4555 oS 5L 95 )y 355 Y
535 o S

el Gl 3 3l elual g e G dlolidlsy Jlos -

by )3 el pobods Bl co ollg )3 € Sl (P b «(139288» ()25 4558 &S0 (yp ¥
S Mgyl (6350k Sl g (y

il (glal 5> elainl b0l Laly) (605 JS 1o (lSe 1B 5 At gy daliyy -0

clatoly o oles cladSius da_twgs o mer OMolsi y olKlgs (clab 5l cogos Julos -5
2ol G

Sgie s ol 9 53 il Sl Sl ke oo Su aled e Y

@ g s g b ol B g plgedils ow ol i 5 LHil5 (S3Se 4 425 A
QESALL

2l 3 ol Qi g (bl adlas o dogbl) Synte slalad jl atuj a0 (lid )by A
$xb

Hgdise N €0ldy (s 4l Sy a8 olUlss > (Shial slalad jolax ol o)

AY



JlsL R U WE S EVEV WES)

&be

e 5 1 0lR5 e U sl jl o457 Jiegly (slo sy (VW) Jaomas (Jlaallg]

Obgtily adlas 3550) (p9mtily Glar Cam) ol il (VFer) e by
NYA NN ! e ijgel dolilens ()45 o5l ol S

Sl Ll (ol s s b Cogn (somw 4 swpd delip (VF ) 308 0l laly (oaid

e el ezl daliliad . bgmiily gord STyl g dian) (slads s (VWAF)dgaie wlgseil )3
Ne=¥0 (YN .ol

o Rl | geiily (oD Glime ol Jelod (W) S50 plidigs dgrne 535S
IVYNAY XA ol o plii o ying sy

adllas) ooeily slaolSilsd )5 (555 51 Ghgmeioly dtusj Sl os golSTy o(VF+V)3g000 ¢ glaeo

YO-B+ MV oo (Syn tuassd s (5] LSy ol (hgorily (63,90

Abolmaali, Kh. (2012). Qualitative Research Methods: From Theory to Practice.
Tehran: Nashr-e EIm. [In Persian].

Butler, A. sinclAir, A. (2020). Place Matters: A Critical Review of Place Inquiry
and Spatial Methods in Education Research. Review of Research in Education
March 2020, Vol. 44, pp. 64 —96.

Casemore, B. (2017). Curriculum as the study of place. In M. A. Doll, (Ed.). The
reconceptualization of curriculum studies: A Festschrift in honor of William
F. Pinar. New York: Routledge.

Delaney, D. (2002). The space that race makes. The Professional Geographer,
54(1), 6-14. https://doi.org/10.1111/0033-0124.003009.

Edie, J. M. (2000). The primacy of perception. Northwestern University Press.

Fathi Vajargah, K. (2022). Curriculum Towards New lIdentities. Tehran: Aeezh
Publications. [In Persian].

Farasatkhah, M. (2015). Lived and Perceived Experiences of Students. Quarterly
Journal of the Iranian Association of Higher Education, 7(2), 25-70. [In Persian].

Fink, Eugen (1995). Sixth Cartesian meditation: The idea of a transcendental theory
of method. Indiana University Press.

Gruenewald, D. (2003). Foundations of place: A multidisciplinary framework for
placeconscious education. American Educational Research Journal. 40(3), 619—
654. https://doi .org/10.3102/00028312040003619.

Gruenewald, D. A., & Smith, G. A. (Eds.). (2014). Place- based education in the
global age: Local diversity. New York: Routledge.

Hershock, P., & Ames, R. (2019). Philosophies of Place an Intercultural
Conversation. versity of Hawai ‘i Press and East-West Philosophers’
Conference.

AY



FI-AE . jo.00 N F W Ol FA ojlods Y Jlw il 9 Gigel sole 4 i

Husserl, E. (2017). Ideas: General introduction to pure phenomenology. Unwin
Brothers Ltd.

Khoshnam, Mojgan. (2021). Phenomenology of Place in the Student Lifeworld
(Case Study: Undergraduate Students at the University of Tehran). Iranian
Journal of Higher Education, 13(1), 2— 38. [In Persian].

Kowsari, M., & Khoshnam, M. (2017). A Phenomenological Analysis of Students’
Subjective Meaning of University. Journal of Research in Educational Systems,
38, 172-193. [In Persian].

Wearing, J., Ingersoll, M DelLuca, Ch, Bolden, B. Ogden, H., & Christou, Th.
(2020). Key Concepts in Curriculum Studies. New York, Routledge.

Kincheloe, Joe L., & Pinar, William F. (1991). Introduction to Curriculum as Social
Psychoanalysis: The Signifi cance of Place, edited by Joe L. Kincheloe and
William F. Pinar (1-23). Albany: State University of New York Press.

Pinar, W. F. (1991). Curriculum as social psychoanalysis: On the significance of
place. In J. L. Kincheloe, & W. Pinar (Eds.), Curriculum as social
psychoanalysis: The significance of place (pp. 165— 186). Albany, NY: SUNY
Press.

Pinar, W. F. (2015). E ducational Experience as Lived: Knowledge, History,
Alterity. New York, Routledge.

.Merleau-Ponty, M. (1978). Phenomenology of perception. Routledge & Kegan Paul

Mohammadi, M. (2022). Exploring Students’ Lived Experiences of Dormitory Life
(Case Study: Students of Farhangian University, Alborz). Journal of Teacher
Professional Development, 7(1), 35-50. [In Persian].

A¥



