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Exploring the Mythological Roots of the Pirshalyar Ceremony
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Abstract

Pirshalyar ceremony is an ancient festival with mythological roots, this ceremony
goes back to the era before Islam and even Zoroastrianism. The Pirshalyar
ceremony is not just a symbolic, accidental and village game, but is rooted in the
culture and religion of the people of this region. Because myths recount the
workings of the supernatural, they are more powerful than stories and visions. In
this research, an attempt has been made to investigate the mythological roots of
the Pirshalyar ceremony using descriptive-analytical methods and to show a
corner of this ancient civilization. Horaman region is an ancient and mythical land
and has historical places including; Horaman Temple, Kumsa Stone, Kat Castle
and Pirshalyar Tomb. The dance and hearing that is performed in this ceremony
has a mystical path that is rooted in Mithraism. In this ceremony, because of its
sanctity, the presence of women has been forbidden. In the ancient myths,
especially of the Kurdish people, the idea of Madina (being a mother) for the
earth goes back to the discovery of agriculture and the beginning of cultivation,
for this reason, ancient people have tried to use magical practices and special
ceremonies to increase the power of yielding and blessing the earth. increase
Pirshalyar ceremony is also a part of this ancient ceremony. Although this
ceremony has changed with the arrival of Islam, it is celebrated every year with
greatness and has maintained its legendary status. Pirshalyar ceremony in
Horaman, while transferring the cultural heritage and ancient tradition, shows the
unity and connection of the rituals of the people of this region with agriculture
and nature, and it is indicative of the deep roots of this ritual in the local culture,
and it shows their connection with nature and fertile forces.

Key words: Pirshalyar, Horaman, myth, Mithraism, dance



