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Abstract

There is a long-standing interaction between literature and philosophical issues, especially aesthetics, which is well-known
as a branch of philosophy. Therefore, this paper uses comparative analysis and library tools to study the subject of beauty in
Attar’s works approaching Hume's ideas about aesthetics to investigate the similarities and differences of their viewpoints.
Research findings show that both thinkers believed in three types of beauty; regarding sensual beauty, both of them believed
in objective beauty. But the difference is that Attar considers tangible beauty as the manifestation of divine beauty. On the
other hand, Attar perceives intellectual beauty based on mysticism that’s why he considered that the intellect is incapable of
understanding beauty. Hume also believed that the intellect can authenticate a subject but the virtue or vice of action is only
determined by emotion. Moreover, Attar considers that the highest type of beauty is intuitive and epistemological beauty and
all of them have divine sources. Although Hume didn't explicitly address this issue, from his viewpoint, humans cannot have
a quality in themselves that is not in another. Hume's argument implicitly refers to the source of absolute beauty (God) which

is exactly related to the viewpoint of Attar about real beauty.

Keywords: Attar, Hume, Philosophy, Mysticism, Aesthetics.
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