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Abstract

The novel is considered one of the most prominent literary genres that
gained wide popularity and acceptance in the second half of the
twentieth century, due to its close connection with real life and society.
The novel Turquoise and Blood by the Egyptian writer Ibrahim Al-Desouki
Sheta is among those works where the author attempts to bridge the gap
between reality, with all its intricate details, and narrative writing. It is a
realist novel that chronicles and documents part of the Iranian people's
resistance and opposition—particularly by the clergy—to the regime of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi. The author skillfully employed the
elements of the novel, especially the temporal structure, using narrative
time techniques such as flashback, foreshadowing, pause, omission, and
others, as well as a narrative style that serves the novel's theme and
conveys the author's intended message to the reader. This study,
through a critical and analytical methodology, seeks to explore how time
is employed within Turquoise and Blood. One of the key findings is that
the flashback technique was primarily used to reveal the past of the
novel's characters prior to the narrative present. In contrast,
foreshadowing was used less frequently, due to the nature of the novel,
which focuses on events closely tied to reality and parallels significant
historical moments in modern Iranian history marked by rapid
developments. The narrative pause was among the most effective
techniques used in the novel, linked to the narrator’s omniscient point
of view and deep understanding of lIranian culture—its history,



literature, customs, traditions, and character. This explains why the
narrator frequently pauses to explain aspects of lIranian culture
throughout the story. As for the omission technique, it was rarely used,
primarily because the novel covers a very short time period, not
exceeding one year.
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