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Abstract

Following the publication of Orientalism and the new and controversial
definition of the term provided by Edward Said, a new field of study
emerged under the title Postcolonial Studies. From the perspective of this
Palestinian-American thinker, Orientalism is a form of Western thought
about the cultural product, aimed at establishing dominance, possessing
power, and controlling the East through the creation of ontological binaries
between East and West. This binary places the West in the position of the
"superior self' (the bearer of civilizationy and the Eastern individual in the
position of the "backward other," thus providing the West with a pretext to
dominate the non-Western world under the guise of "bringing civilization
to the East".Conversely, from the late twentieth century to the present, a
counter-movement has emerged in Eastern countries, termed Reverse
Orientalism by the Syrian thinker Sadik Jalal Al-Azm. This movement
seeks to overturn the foundations of Orientalism through a similar
ontological separation, placing the West in the position of the subject and
the other.Accordingly, this study aims to uncover manifestations of reverse
Orientalism in the novel Chicago by the Egyptian writer Alaa Al-Aswany,
through a deep postcolonial reading of its narrative elements. One of the
main findings of this study is that the novel Chicago engages in a blatant

form of reverse Orientalism by positioning American society—as the



subject—in the role of the uncivilized other. This is achieved through two
mechanisms: "conceptual leaps" (from the present to the era of classical
colonialismy and "presenting a distorted image of American characters".
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