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Abstract

The present research addresses the issue that the two dominant schools of thought in
international relations, namely political realism and economic liberalism, which are often
considered in opposition to one another, are in fact complementary, and both are ineffective in
resolving international crises, while numerous ontological debates between the thinkers of these
two approaches consistently highlight the oppositional aspects of these schools. Realism and its
other branches seek to unravel foreign policy knots by using hard power or the “military option"
to secure their interests thereby; on the other hand, liberalism, by emphasizing cooperation and
highlighting the economic matter, seeks to secure the national interests of countries. Using
an analytical-comparative method, this research seeks to answer this central and fundamental
question: "Why have political realism and economic liberalism, as two dominant discourses in
the international system, been ineffective in responding to the complex challenges of the
contemporary world?". The results indicate that neither of these schools alone has been able to
explain the complexities of multi-level governance in the occurrence of emerging crises such as
cyber security, and sustainable patterns of cooperation can only be achieved by moving beyond
the "security versus welfare" dichotomy and through a fundamental revision of the theoretical
foundations of economics or the development of new interdisciplinary approaches that
incorporate social, cultural, and psychological factors into economic analyses.
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