Journal of Society and Politics —vg;;;gquff.*
o Essays | 4

‘ﬁ?i’@
" Vol 3, No 10 summer 2025 :—3&' (]
I.A.U Journal Homepage: https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jsp I
Shiraz Branch === A éﬁg

Online ISSN:2981- 1236

Research Paper

The Impact of Intellectualism on Social and Political Developments in
Contemporary lran: A Study of the Works of Jalal Al-Ahmad and Ali
Shariati

Hekmat Rahimi: Department of Political Science, Shi.C., Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran

Mohammad Reza Mohammadjani: Department of Political Science, Shi.C., Islamic Azad University, Shiraz,
Iran

Ahmad Reza Dastgheib: Department of Political Science, Shi.C., Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran

Received: 2025/07/13 PP 97-114 Accepted: 2025/09/17

Abstract

This research examines the influence of intellectuals on social and political developments in contemporary Iran,
focusing on two prominent figures, Jalal Al-Ahmad and Ali Shariati. The research method was a qualitative and
content analysis of the works of these two intellectuals. The results show that intellectuals, as an effective force
in the formation of social and political awareness, have played a key role in criticizing the existing situation and
guiding cultural developments. By criticizing Westernization and emphasizing the revival of national identity,
Jalal Al-Ahmad has explained the negative effects of modernity and has tried to strengthen the cultural identity
of society. His works, especially "Westernization", address the necessity of preserving national identity against
Western culture. On the other hand, Ali Shariati, by emphasizing religious concepts and social justice, has
promoted political and social awareness among the youth. Shariati, with his attractive and literary language,
encourages the young generation to take social action. Intellectualism, given its rich history and contemporary
challenges, can serve as an effective tool in achieving sustainable development and social justice in
contemporary Iran. This phenomenon should be considered as a source of inspiration for future generations so
that they can build a better and more just future for their society by relying on the principles of intellectualism.
This research also examines the challenges and opportunities of intellectualism in the current conditions and
emphasizes the need to review intellectual approaches. Ultimately, intellectualism, as a dynamic and evolving
phenomenon, requires attention and support to help improve the social and political conditions of society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Intellectualism has played a vital role in shaping cultural and political discourses in contemporary
Iranian history. In the twentieth century, deep social, political, and cultural transformations,
particularly the advent of modernity, posed challenges for intellectuals. The Constitutional Revolution
and the Islamic Revolution served as historical turning points that redefined the role of intellectuals.
Jalal Al-e-Ahmad and Ali Shariati are two prominent figures in this realm with differing perspectives.
Al-e-Ahmad emphasizes the critique of Westernization and the necessity of preserving cultural
identity, addressing the challenges posed by Western cultural influence in his work “Westoxication.”
In contrast, Shariati highlights the role of religion in social transformations and the responsibility of
intellectuals in interpreting religious teachings, examining concepts such as justice and human rights
within a religious framework. The conflict between tradition and modernity also raises the need for a
reassessment of intellectual approaches. This research investigates the impacts of these two thinkers
on contemporary discourses and their roles in social and political transformations.

Methodology

The research methodology serves as a fundamental pillar in scientific inquiries, determining the
theoretical and practical framework of the study. This research examines the role of intellectualism in
social and political transformations in Iran, focusing on the works of Jalal Al-e-Ahmad and Ali
Shariati. The aim is to provide an in-depth analysis of the perspectives of these two thinkers using a
gualitative and descriptive-analytical approach. Data is collected from credible sources, including
primary works and secondary literature. Data analysis is conducted qualitatively using content analysis
and documentary analysis methods. To enhance the credibility of the research, data triangulation and
peer review methods are employed.

Research Findings

The research findings indicate that intellectualism in contemporary Iran, particularly through the lens
of Jalal Al-e-Ahmad and Ali Shariati, has played a key role in shaping social and political awareness.
Al-e-Ahmad, through his critique of Western culture and emphasis on national identity, drew attention
to identity challenges, while Shariati, focusing on religion and social justice, inspired the youth
towards social action. Both thinkers, with their differing approaches, contributed to enhancing national
and social sentiments and guiding political transformations. The diversity of viewpoints and
approaches is recognized as a strength within Iranian intellectualism and can facilitate the emergence
of new and innovative perspectives. Ultimately, intellectualism must be continuously reevaluated to
respond effectively to the changing needs of society and to aid in improving social and political
conditions.

Conclusion

Intellectualism in contemporary lIran has acted as a key factor in shaping and guiding social and
political changes. Jalal Al-e-Ahmad and Ali Shariati, through their critiques of the status quo and the
presentation of novel perspectives, have contributed to enhancing social and political awareness in
society. This research demonstrates that intellectualism can serve as a driving force for positive
change and the strengthening of national identity. To leverage these positive impacts, there is a need
for spaces for dialogue and exchange of ideas within society. Additionally, identifying and addressing
the challenges and obstacles facing intellectualism is crucial for this phenomenon to more effectively
respond to the changing needs of society and contribute to the improvement of social and political
conditions. Intellectualism should be continuously reassessed to respond to the evolving needs of
society and to foster an active and dynamic community where new and creative ideas can be freely
expressed and discussed. In this way, intellectualism not only serves as a cultural phenomenon but
also as a social and political force that can help shape an aware and thoughtful society, encouraging
individuals to actively participate in social and political processes and to improve their own lives and
those of their communities. Ultimately, intellectualism should function as an effective tool for
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achieving sustainable development and social justice in contemporary Iran and should be regarded as a
source of inspiration for future generations.
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