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The impact of John Locke's ideas on civil rights in the contemporary
West

Hananeh Darashtil

Abstract

Locke's Thoughts on Civil Rights in Western Societies analyzes key concepts in his
philosophy and their role in shaping contemporary legal and political systems. First,
the life and times of John Locke and his intellectual background are introduced.
Then, the basic concepts in Locke's philosophy, including natural rights, property,
and the social contract, are examined. Locke believed that humans in the state of
nature have inherent rights such as life, liberty, and property, and to protect these
rights, they enter into a social contract with each other to form a government based
on the general consent. Next, the impact of these concepts on important historical
documents such as the United States Declaration of Independence and the French
Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen is analyzed. Locke's ideas,
especially his emphasis on individual rights and government based on consent,
inspired the compilation of these documents and have been used as fundamental
foundations in contemporary democratic systems. It also examines criticisms and
challenges to Locke's theories, including his emphasis on private property and the
limitations of his views on women and minorities. These criticisms contribute to a
better understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of Locke's philosophy and its
impact on civil rights. Finally, the article concludes that John Locke's ideas, with
their emphasis on natural rights, individual liberties, and government based on
consent, have played an important role in the formation and development of civil
rights in the contemporary West and continue to be considered as fundamental
foundations in democratic legal and political systems.

Keywords: John Locke; Natural rights; Social contract; Civil rights; Liberalism;
United States Declaration of Independence; French Declaration of the Rights of Man
and the Citizen
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