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Foucault's Discourse Analysis: A Possibility and Refusal for
Explaining Thoughts

Faramarz Mirzazadeh Ahmadbigloo®

Abstract

Due to the multifaceted nature of his intellectual origins and his influence from
various individuals and schools, Michel Foucault has established a unique
intellectual system that, due to the lack of opportunity or the lack of systematic
presentation, ha today become a toolbox from which every researcher inspired by it
prepares specific frameworks. The issue of this article is to understand the possibility
or refusal of inferring and extracting a framework from Foucault's ideas to
understand and explain the opinions of (political) thinkers in the form of Foucault
discourse analysis. The article, relaying on the descriptive-analytical method,
conclude that using this framework has the possibility of understanding and
explaining opinions and ideas, but first, it fails to explain the opinions of the thinkers
who are post-structural and post-modern, and second, this theoretical framework
requires thinking in post-structural, post-hermeneutical and post-modern episteme.
Therefore, Foucault's discourse analysis, like any other approach, despite providing
the possibility of understanding and explaining the opinions of (political) thinkers,
refuses to understand and explain thinkers outside of the post-structural and post-
modern foundations.
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