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Abstract

This study aims to examine the political socialization process of Generation Z in Iran, with a special focus on the
transmission of the values and concepts associated with the Sacred Defense culture. The central issue of this
research is how Generation Z—shaped by fundamental changes in lifestyle, media consumption, and
communication patterns—receives, interprets, and reproduces the notions of resistance and the Sacred Defense
in the context of contemporary Iranian society. The significance of the research lies in the fact that Sacred
Defense culture is considered one of the core sources of political identity and legitimacy in the Islamic Republic
of Iran. Its continuity depends on its acceptance by newer generations, particularly Generation Z, which
fundamentally differs from previous generations in how it forms political identity and engages with information.
The main research question is: how does the political socialization of Generation Z in relation to Sacred Defense
culture occur, and what opportunities and challenges shape this process? Based on the core hypothesis,
traditional approaches to transmitting these values are no longer effective for this digitally immersed generation,
which engages with such content through lived experiences, informal interactions, and social media narratives.
Using a qualitative method with an interpretive approach and thematic analysis technique, the study examines
educational materials, cultural and media productions, and online social practices related to the Sacred Defense.
The findings suggest that while Sacred Defense narratives remain central in the official discourse and collective
memory, Generation Z interprets these concepts not merely through institutional channels but also through
intergenerational dialogue and reinterpretation in digital environments. Consequently, effective cultural policy
must be designed based on the language, tools, and participatory practices of the new generation.
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Extended Abstract

This study explores the political socialization process of Generation Z in Iran, with a specific
focus on the transmission of values and concepts associated with the Sacred Defense culture.
Generation Z, defined as individuals born approximately between 1996 and 2010, has been
shaped within the context of rapid digital, cultural, and communicational transformations. Unlike
previous generations, this cohort relies heavily on interactive, digital modes of learning, and
constructs its political identity through fragmented, multimodal, and peer-influenced
experiences. These shifts in media usage, cultural exposure, and sociopolitical engagement
necessitate a renewed examination of how foundational national narratives, such as those tied to
the Sacred Defense, are transmitted to younger citizens.

Introduction

The Sacred Defense, as a cornerstone of Iran’s modern national identity, encompasses not only
historical memories of the Iran-lrag War but also the ongoing discourse of resistance and
national resilience. While older generations were exposed to these themes through direct
experience, mass mobilization, and conventional media, Generation Z encounters them through a
complex interplay of mediated representations. This raises critical questions about the
effectiveness of existing transmission mechanisms in sustaining collective memory and
cultivating political commitment.

Greenstein’s theory of political socialization (1965) provides a framework for understanding
how individuals form political attitudes through interactions with primary and secondary agents
such as the family, schools, media, and peer groups. In the Iranian context, this theory offers
insights into how institutionalized narratives like Sacred Defense are internalized—or
contested—Dby digital natives.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative and interpretivist methodology. Data collection involved
purposive sampling of textbooks, official media broadcasts, cultural productions (films, posters,
documentaries), and a corpus of social media content (e.g., Instagram reels, Telegram posts,
hashtags related to Sacred Defense). Thematic analysis, as formulated by Braun and Clarke
(2006), guided the coding and categorization process.

Sources were selected based on their relevance to Sacred Defense representation and youth
interaction. Semi-structured interviews were also conducted with educators, cultural producers,
and university students to capture diverse perspectives on the perceived resonance of these
themes with the current generation. Triangulation was employed to ensure validity across data

types.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal a pronounced disconnect between institutionalized messages and
generational reception. Educational content tends to emphasize fixed values such as sacrifice,
patriotism, and obedience. However, many young Iranians perceive such messaging as outdated
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or overly abstract. Instead, they recontextualize narratives of resistance through formats that
emphasize personalization, irony, and experiential engagement.

For example, a social media trend involving reinterpretation of war martyrs as figures of moral
integrity rather than military valor reflects a shift toward ethical, rather than ideological,
appreciation. Similarly, cultural events like student-run exhibitions reinterpret defense themes
using contemporary aesthetics and language, often integrating environmental activism or gender
rights into the discourse.

Media institutions such as IRIB (Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting) continue to play a role
in message dissemination, but their perceived legitimacy among Generation Z has diminished,
leading many to turn to influencers, podcasts, and participatory platforms for content. This
fragmentation of authority over political messaging underscores the need for dialogic, rather than
top-down, approaches to civic education.

Furthermore, results indicate that Generation Z is not necessarily apolitical or disconnected from
national concerns, but seeks authenticity, agency, and relevance in how values are presented.
Their participation in movements like digital memorial campaigns or virtual museum tours
shows potential for engagement when narratives are co-created and inclusive.

Conclusion

The study concludes that traditional methods of political socialization—particularly those
dependent on unidirectional communication—are insufficient for engaging Generation Z. In light
of this, policymakers and educators must adopt interactive, media-savvy strategies that
acknowledge the generational shift in content consumption and identity construction.

To enhance the transmission of Sacred Defense values, initiatives should foster participatory
content creation, support digital storytelling, and integrate new media literacies into school
curricula. Promoting intergenerational dialogue and enabling youth to critically engage with their
national history—rather than passively consume it—can help build a more durable and resonant
sense of civic identity.
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