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Transformationalism in Governance of the School of Shahid Raisi

Abstract

In recent years, the policy literature of the Islamic Republic of Iran has entered a
new, purposeful, and operational phase, focusing on the concept of “transformation”
in the realm of governance. This transformational approach has manifested in the
thirteenth administration under the leadership of the martyred Ayatollah Dr. Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi, at executive, structural, and managerial levels. In this context, we are
witnessing a redefinition of the policies, structures, and dominant discourses of
national governance.

This study, using a qualitative approach and the method of thematic analysis,
explores the intellectual, managerial, and structural dimensions of the “Raisi School
of Governance” and analyzes its fundamental components within the framework of
a transformation-oriented discourse.

Findings show that transformation in the thirteenth administration has not been
limited to administrative reforms or superficial changes, but has pursued a deep and
fundamental reconstruction of mindsets, beliefs, governance methods, and
management models. This perspective can be identified along four main axes:
justice-orientedness with an emphasis on the fair redistribution of resources,
institutionalization of genuine public participation, systemic confrontation with
corruption, and the establishment of self-reliant governance based on indigenous
capacities.

The Raisi School of Governance, by integrating religious principles, the ideals of the
Islamic Revolution, and the current executive and managerial needs, seeks to create
a new model of Islamic-Iranian governance—one that, while remaining loyal to core
values, is also capable of adapting to global developments. This model aims to
present an efficient, participatory, and justice-oriented governance framework for
Iran and other Islamic countries, grounded in native patterns. The innovation of this
research lies in highlighting this strategic linkage between theory and practice in the
domain of governance transformation—a linkage that can serve as the foundation
for a new and effective discourse in public policymaking.

Keywords: Transformation-oriented governance, Raisi Doctrine, Islamic
governance.
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