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Abstract

Despite methodological differences, literature and psychology share deep
connections due to their common study of human complexities. Their
synergy has led to a more comprehensive understanding of humanity and
its issues. This integration, particularly through the psychological analysis
of literary texts by pioneers like Freud and Adler, helps in a deeper
exploration of characters' inner worlds and their psychological
challenges. In this regard, the present research employs a descriptive-
analytical method to investigate the underlying factors of the inferiority
complex in the character Muhammad Ali Akbar in the short story "Death
Bed No. 12," the seventh story from Ghassan Kanafani's short story
collection Death Bed No. 12. Kanafani was a Palestinian writer and
journalist. The study also examines the signs of this complex in

Muhammad Ali Akbar and the defense mechanisms he employs. The


mailto:noresideh@semnan.ac.ir

research findings indicate that Muhammad Ali Akbar's inferiority
complex stems from emotional neglect and economic poverty, leading
to fundamental anxiety and the dependence of his self-esteem on
external factors. This complex manifests in him through signs such as
anger directed towards wealth acquisition, generalized hatred towards his
environment, and projected pessimism. To cope with his inferiority
complex, Muhammad Ali Akbar wutilizes Adlerian aggressive
compensation, such as accumulating wealth and marrying a powerful
woman, comforting compensation, which involves escaping into
fantasies about a triumphant return, and Freudian regression, evident in
his excessive attachment to a box.
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