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Abstract

In recent years, one of the most tumultuous social movements has been the teachers'
movement; a movement that has continued since the Pahlavi era and has directly and
indirectly affected other movements around it. In the overall movement, it can be seen that the
demands of the teachers' union have gradually gone beyond livelihood demands and have also
targeted the inequality of the education system and the structures of the education system. The
failure of various governments to respond to the demands of the teachers' union and the
failure to reform the structures and processes of the education system have taken this
movement from the union stage to the political stage and caused it to continue. The present
study also seeks to answer the fundamental question of how the teachers' union protests
played a role in the overthrow of the government of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi (Bahman
1357 AH). It seems that teachers played a fundamental role in the fall of the Pahlavi
government due to their special social status among the ruling classes and their influence in
public agitation and mobilization. The findings of the research show that the core of the
victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran should be sought in the teachers' union protests in
1340 AH, which, along with the governments' lack of attention, led to strikes and
demonstrations and a change of cabinet. The teachers' movement was subsequently
accompanied by slogans of freedom, democracy, and justice, and ultimately led to other
political and social groups joining and aligning with the teachers, protesting for their
demands, and participating in the 1357 AH revolution to overthrow the Pahlavi government.
The research method of the present article is historical with a qualitative approach. The
method of collecting information was also library and documentary, which led to the
description and analysis of the data.

Keywords: Teachers, union protests, victory of the Islamic Revolution, Abolhassan Khanali,
Mohammad Derakhshesh.
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