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Abstract

In order to gain its economic and political independence from Western countries, Iran needs to
establish strategic energy relations with valuable partners. These partners must have their national
interests directly aligned with Iran's national interests through ensuring energy security. Therefore,
it is important and necessary to employ appropriate strategies aimed at providing the country with
the conditions for developing economic relations through active energy diplomacy. Because the
Islamic Republic of Iran, in terms of having a privileged geographical position, can play a valuable
role in the transit of goods and energy, at the same time, China has put forward a plan called the
One Belt One Road Initiative, which has various economic, political, security, and even cultural
dimensions. Therefore, relying on qualitative research methods, such as observation and analysis
of documents, the central question of the research is raised as follows: "How can the conditions
for the development of economic relations be provided for the country through an active energy
diplomacy with China?" The findings of the research show that Iran's tendency to develop
economic relations with China and participation in the said plan, in addition to providing a suitable
breathing space for the country, can be a solid foundation for increasing economic relations with
the nations of the BRICS group, especially China and also connecting to global markets and
strengthening Iran's political activism in the regional and international arena and reducing the
economic and extra-economic effects of sanctions, including neutralizing the efforts to degrade
the advantages of the political geography of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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