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Abstract

Operations True Promise 1 and 2, carried out by the Islamic Republic of Iran in re-
sponse to the military actions of the Zionist regime, once again raised fundamen-
tal questions about the effectiveness, legitimacy, and flexibility of international
law in the face of new security threats and violations of national sovereignty.
This article focuses on the principles of the United Nations Charter, especially
Article 2(4) and Article 51, as well as conventions related to the protection of
international persons, and provides a legal analysis of these operations. The main
question is whether the rules of international law can revise legal concepts ac-
cording to the requirements and needs of countries in order to preserve impera-
tive rules such as the principle of non-recourse to force? The findings show that
Iran’s actions can be interpreted within the framework of the right to self-defense,
countermeasures, and protection of the right of nations to resist. Also, the ineffec-
tiveness of international institutions in responding to repeated violations of human
rights and the sovereignty of countries highlights the need to review the structure
and procedures of international law. Finally, the article emphasizes the need to
strengthen legal mechanisms to counter the use of force and effectively support
.the sovereignty of countries
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The Legal Architecture of Self-Defense in the Face of Contemporary
Threats: A Case Study of Iran’s “True Promise I & II”” Operations and
the Need for Doctrinal Reappraisal in International Law The opera-
tions known as True Promise I and True Promise II, carried out by the
Islamic Republic of Iran in response to perceived Israeli aggression,
represent critical case studies in the evolving landscape of international
law concerning self-defense, state sovereignty, and asymmetrical war-
fare. These actions, which followed targeted strikes against Iran’s dip-
lomatic presence and its foreign guests on Iranian territory, raise pivotal
questions regarding the interpretation and operational limits of Article
51 of the UN Charter in light of modern security threats. In both opera-
tions, Iran cited Article 51 of the United Nations Charter as the basis for
lawful self-defense. “True Promise I’ was conducted after the targeted
destruction of the Iranian consulate building in Damascus a diplomatic
premise protected under international law by Israeli forces. “True Prom-
ise II” followed a similarly high-stakes incident: the assassination of
senior Hamas figure Ismail Haniyeh’s family members, widely believed
to have occurred in coordination with or through Israeli involvement,
while they were on Iranian soil. Iran’s formal communications to the
United Nations Security Council outlined these responses as propor-
tionate and necessary reactions to clear acts of armed aggression. From
a doctrinal standpoint, international legal scholars are divided. Some
view these operations as legitimate exercises of reactive self-defense,
aligning with existing jurisprudence established by the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) in landmark cases such as Nicaragua v. United
States (1986) and Oil Platforms (2003). Others argue that the operations
particularly given their timing, scale, and strategic messaging exhibit
characteristics of anticipatory self-defense or strategic deterrence, con-
cepts that remain contentious under current international law due to
their susceptibility to misuse and lack of clear criteria. Critically, these
incidents spotlight the doctrinal ambiguity surrounding the concept of
“armed attack,” especially when such attacks target consular facilities
or individuals under diplomatic protection. Furthermore, the responses
suggest a growing need for more robust legal norms that address asym-
metric threats, targeted assassinations, and the use of military force
against non-traditional actors. At the same time, Iran’s consistent notifi-
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cation to the Security Council after each operation demonstrates intent
to act within the procedural boundaries of the Charter raising questions
about the effectiveness of the existing enforcement mechanisms and the
increasingly permissive interpretation of Article 51 by states. These de-
velopments point to three core deficiencies in the current international
legal framework: 1. Lack of clarity regarding the threshold of “armed
attack™ in non-conventional or covert operations; 2. Insufficient legal
treatment of anticipatory or preemptive self-defense in the face of de-
monstrable and imminent threats; 3. Inadequate institutional response
from global governance bodies, particularly the UN Security Council,
which has proven unable or unwilling to effectively mediate or respond
to such critical incidents. In light of the “True Promise” operations,
a forward-looking reform of the legal doctrines governing the use of
force appears imperative. Such reform should include: a redefinition
of “armed attack™ to encompass hybrid and indirect assaults; the de-
velopment of stricter procedural and evidentiary standards for antici-
patory self-defense claims; and the creation of multilateral safeguards
to prevent the erosion of the prohibition on the use of force one of the
cornerstones of the post-World War II international order. Ultimately,
the Iranian case illustrates how new realities of warfare challenge the
historical assumptions embedded in international law. Without mean-
ingful doctrinal evolution, the legitimacy of the legal system itself may
be called into question, making the recalibration of self-defense norms
a pressing priority for the future of global order.
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