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Evaluating of the challenges of transportation policies and their

impact on the regeneration of dilapidated urban fabric from the

perspective of sustainable urban development using structural
equation modeling (Case Study: Sari city)

Introduction

Sari, as the capital of Mazandaran Province, faces multiple challenges regarding urban fabric
deterioration. Urban decay is a phenomenon that has arisen due to rapid population growth,
inadequate planning, lack of financial resources, and cultural and social changes, gradually
becoming a serious issue in urban areas. The deteriorated urban fabrics in Sari not only have
negative impacts on the quality of life of residents but also affect urban infrastructure. These
areas have typically become unsuitable living spaces due to a lack of proper public services,
insufficient green spaces, and inadequate infrastructure, leading to decreased resident
satisfaction and exacerbating social problems. Furthermore, urban decay contributes to rising
unemployment rates, reduced economic investments, and increased social anomalies. This
situation can lead to social harms and a decline in the quality of life. One of the key factors in
the revitalization of these areas is urban transportation policies, which can help improve living
quality and increase access to services. Adequate and efficient transportation not only
facilitates the movement of citizens but also creates an appropriate environment for social and
economic interactions. Therefore, attention to transportation policies and their improvement in
the context of revitalizing deteriorated urban areas is of great importance.

Problem Statement

Urban decay refers to a collection of social, economic, and environmental problems, which in
Sari have turned into unsuitable living environments due to a lack of public services and
inadequate infrastructure. This decay can manifest as issues such as air pollution, heavy traffic,
and public dissatisfaction, all of which negatively affect residents’ quality of life. Urban
transportation policies are recognized as one of the key factors in revitalizing these areas;
however, challenges in implementing these policies hinder the achievement of revitalization
objectives. Among these challenges are a lack of attention to residents’ opinions and needs,
insufficient infrastructure, and a lack of coordination among various institutions. Some
residents feel that transportation policies are primarily designed by government agencies
without consulting them. This situation can lead to reduced public trust and a lack of
cooperation in revitalization processes. Therefore, identifying and examining existing
challenges in transportation policies and their impact on the revitalization of deteriorated urban
areas in Sari is essential.

Research Methodology

This study was conducted descriptively through a survey approach, involving data collection
via interviews with experts and managers related to urban management. Non-probability
sampling was employed using a chain sampling method. Both qualitative and quantitative tools
were utilized in this study, and the data were analyzed using Structural Equation Modeling
(SEM) software to examine relationships between variables. This method allows researchers
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to analyze complex relationships between variables and identify their direct and indirect
effects.

Findings

The research findings indicate that transportation costs, quality of life, and air pollution are
among the significant factors affecting transportation policies and the revitalization of
deteriorated urban areas. High transportation costs can reduce residents’ access to public
services and amenities, thereby affecting their quality of life. Additionally, a lack of attention
to residents’ opinions and inadequate infrastructure has led to dissatisfaction and a lack of
cooperation among residents. Furthermore, air pollution is recognized as a serious challenge in
the daily lives of Sari’s residents. Increased traffic due to the absence of an efficient public
transportation system has exacerbated air pollution and created respiratory and health issues.
These problems not only affect the physical health of residents but can also negatively impact
their morale and quality of life.

Conclusion

This study emphasizes the necessity of a comprehensive and integrated approach to
transportation policy-making. Improving transportation infrastructure and enhancing the
quality of public transportation services should be prioritized in the revitalization programs for
deteriorated urban areas. These measures can contribute to improving residents’ quality of life
and reducing air pollution. Moreover, policymakers should focus on transparency in decision-
making processes and consider residents’ opinions when designing transportation policies.
Establishing working groups that include representatives of residents, experts, and urban
managers can aid in improving the decision-making process. These groups can help identify
existing problems and provide suitable solutions for improving the conditions of deteriorated
urban areas. Ultimately, this research can serve as a scientific basis for policymakers and urban
planners to enhance living conditions in deteriorated areas and improve the quality of life for
residents. Given the existing challenges, there is a need for collaboration and interaction among
various institutions and residents to achieve a comprehensive and sustainable solution.

Keywords: Transportation, Urban Decay, Quality of Life, Air Pollution, Resident
Participation, Sari City
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