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Abstract

Abhar al-Ashigin is one of the outstanding compositions of Ruzbehan Bagli
Shirazi in Sufism in the 6th century AH which always deserves careful
attention and thoughtful consideration. This valuable work, which recounts
the thoughts and spiritual life of Ruzbehan, elaborates the Sufi aesthetics of
beauty and love that exerted an influence on subsequent mystics and Sufis
including Jalal al-Din Mohammad Balkhi, also known as Molavi, whose
love for Shams Tabrizi transformed him into one of the world’s greatest
poets. The present study which is conducted through a descriptive-analytical
methodaims to explore the extent to which Ruzbehan Bagli's aestheticism
and his view about love influenced Molavi's doctrine. Also, the similarities
and differences between their approaches to the concept of love are
examined in Abhar al-Ashigin and Masnavi. The results indicate that like
Ruzbehan Bagli, Molavi also views love for the beauty of an earthly
beloved the beginning of true love and believes that man can reach divine
love through worldly love on the condition that mind can transform any
beautiful human form into spiritual form, encode any corporeal entity, and
change any veil into a mirror. In other words, love should be a mirror
reflecting the Supreme Essence.
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