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Abstract

In contemporary culture, the body is defined as a consumer object,
influenced by image, and an instrument for social acceptance. Consumer
culture reveres 'apparent plenitude,' intertwining notion of salvation with an
obsessive focus on the representation of the body. Historically, the
Caucasian race has dictated the standards of ‘'apparent plenitude,'
disseminated through various image-producing media such as commercial
advertisements. Toni Morrison, in her novel Song of Solomon (1977),
portrays the lived experiences of African American women in a consumer
society where, due to differences in natural physical attributes such as dark
skin, achieving bodily ideals without the intervention of cosmetic products is
comparatively more challenging than it is for their Caucasian
counterparts.The present research employs Jean Baudrillard’s theory as a
theoretical framework. Baudrillard describes the body as the 'the finest
consumer object', within the 'system of objects.' He posits that the capitalist
framework, utilizing the capabilities of media and advertising, reinforces the
objectification of the body, reducing its value to solely physical
characteristics. Research findings indicate that media promotes the pursuit of
‘the glorious, fulfilled body’ ideals, promising a form of salvation for the
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Black female character within the novel. An examination of the phenomenon
of body objectification in this novel reveals that striving for corporeal
salvation is a futile endeavor rooted in illusions promoted by consumer
culture.

Keywords: Advertisement; Body; Jean Baudrillard; Objectification; Song of
Solomon

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the postmodern world, concepts such as consumerism, simulation, and
the objectification of women's bodies emerge as fundamental elements in
interpreting human and social identity. In this context, Toni Morrison's novel
Song of Solomon stands as a prominent contemporary literary text, providing
a suitable framework for analyzing how Black women interact with cultural
beauty standards and consumerism. This study based on Jean Baudrillard’s
theories—especially regarding consumption, simulation, and the body as a
commodity—aims to analyze the representation of women's bodies in
consumer society and advertising culture within the novel. According to
Baudrillard, in a consumer society, the body is not merely an object but also
a tool for defining social identity, valuation, and notably, salvation. Focusing
on the characters in Song of Solomon, particularly Hagar, this article seeks to
demonstrate how women's bodies become focal points of pressure and
anxiety within the frameworks of cultural and commercial consumption.

Research Methodology

This qualitative and analytical study employs postmodern perspectives
and Baudrillard’s theories to conduct a content analysis of Song of Solomon.
Initially, postmodern indicators are identified in the novel, followed by an
analysis using Baudrillard’s concepts of simulation and consumerism. The
method consists of textual analysis and interpretation of postmodern
categories, evaluated on a scale of 1 to 10 for each indicator. Data is
extracted through detailed textual analysis, with a primary focus on symbols
related to the female body, consumption, and simulation.

Discussion and Analysis

In Song of Solomon, women's bodies—especially Hagar’s—are regarded
as commodities and objects for display and consumption. Hagar specifically
endeavors to attract Milkman’s love through her body, seeking alignment
with prevailing beauty standards. This attempt to conform to beauty ideals,
propagated by advertising and media, reflects a consumer culture that
transforms women’s bodies into objects for social approval and attention.
Thus, in the novel, the female body is closely tied to objectification, with
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cultural representations continuously portraying it as a tool for acquiring
social legitimacy.

From Baudrillard’s viewpoint, simulation refers to the production and
reproduction of images of reality that are accepted as reality itself, despite
not necessarily aligning with the actual reality. In Song of Solomon, the
female body is not represented as a physical reality but as an idealized image
disseminated through media and advertising. These ideal body images,
perpetuated constantly by advertisements and media, create a gap between
the physical reality of women’s bodies and the mental images they hold.
This gap results in anxiety, psychological pressure, and endless efforts to
attain that ideal image, ultimately driving society toward incessant
consumption of beauty products.

Another prominent aspect in the analysis is the use of beauty products to
achieve dominant beauty standards. Hagar persistently seeks products and
methods to enhance her appearance to appear attractive and acceptable to
Milkman and others. This consumption pattern exemplifies unconditional
adherence to beauty norms that treat the female body not only as a
commodity but also promote endless consumption of these commodities as a
pathway to social and emotional salvation. In this regard, the beauty
industry, through advertising and product offerings, constructs specific
standards for the female body that can only be attained through consumption
of particular products.

In contrast to Hagar, two other characters in the novel resist the pressures of
consumer society and beauty standards. Pilate, a strong and independent figure,
consistently avoids dominant beauty models and seeks her identity internally
rather than conforming externally. Similarly, Corinthians resists the objectification
of her body and escapes social and aesthetic pressures. These characters exemplify
resistance against consumerism and beauty standards pressures.

Ultimately, Song of Solomon critiques consumer culture and the pressures
imposed on women in modern societies to present their bodies as
commodities subject to consumption and display. These social
performances, especially regarding beauty product consumption, intensely
engage women with an idealized body image that scarcely reflects their
physical or internal realities. This process can lead to identity crises and
severe anxiety in individuals.

Conclusion

This article employs Baudrillard’s postmodern concepts to examine the
representation of women’s bodies as commodities in consumer society under
the pressures of beauty standards. Hagar embodies the relentless effort to
conform to beauty ideals continuously reproduced by media and advertising.
Conversely, resistant characters like Corinthians and Pilate demonstrate
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possible paths to transcend consumerist pressures and body objectification.
The article emphasizes that the female body serves not only as a means to
fulfill personal and emotional needs but also as a consumable tool within
modern society. Ultimately, Song of Solomon critiques consumer culture by
illustrating how body images in media and advertising function as
instruments for constructing new social identities and, at times, generating
identity crises among individuals.
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